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SOUTH  A3IEIIICA. 

To  the  Christian  of  the  nineteenth  century  is  given  a  special  privi- 
lege in  reading  in  its  history  the  gradual  fulfillment  of  prophecy.  We 
can  believe  that  "  every  valley  shall  be  exalted,  and  every  mountain 
and  hill  shall  be  made  low ;  and  the  crooked  shall  be  made  straight, 
and  the  rough  places  plain ;  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
revealed,  and  all  flesh  shall  see  it  together,  for  the  moutli,  of  the 
Lord  hath  spoken  it;"  but  we  are  also  permitted  to  see  with  our 
own  eyes  much  of  the  breaking  down  of  the  barriers  between  dif- 
ferent countries,  the  linking  together  of  distant  points,  the  mingling 
of  the  nations,  and  l^ere  and  there  a  whole  community  turning 
from  their  idols  to  the  true  God,  as  an  earnest  of  what  is  to  come. 
What  but  preparing  the  way  of  the  Lord  has  been  the  pouring  out 
of  the  wealth,  the  energy,  and  the  skill  of  the  civilized  world,  to 
construct  railroads  over  and  through  apparently  impassable  places, 
to  cut  new  channels  for  the  water,  to  stretch  the  telegraph  wii'e 
over  land  and  under  seas,  and  to  penetrate  unknown  regions  at  the 
peril  of  valuable  life? 

Wonderfully  has  Africa  opened  before  its  dauntless  explorers, 
and  the  Word  of  Life  must  follow  them  to  its  very  heart.  There 
are  "  turnings  and  ovcrturnings"  among  the  nations  of  Asia,  yes, 
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woman's  work  for  woman. 


and  of  Europe  too,  which  mark  the  footfalls  of  the  coming  King. 
And  how  is  there  a  "  highway  for  our  God  '  being  opened  through- 
out the  whole  extent  of  our  own  continent !  But  a  few  years  have 
passed  since  the  intolerance  of  Mexico  gave  way  sufficiently  to  allow 
the  entrance  of  the  pure  gospel,  and  the  agitations  still  continue 
there  which  must  precede  religious  liberty  in  its  fullest  measure. 

In  South  America,  permeated  as  it  has  been  from  its  earliest 
days  by  the  blighting  superstitions  of  Romanism,  gradually  has  a 
place  been  made  for  the  truth  in  one  point  after  another.  These 
points  are  still  very  few  and  far  between,  but  the  light  is  spreading 
and  the  way  is  opening  for  it  more  hopefully,  more  rapidly,  than 
over  before.  The  Panama  llailroad,  that  forms  the  connecting;  link 
between  our  Atlantic  and  Pacific  steamers,  brought  nearer  to  us 
the  western  part  of  South  America;  and  now  the  contemplated 
ship  canal  through  tlie  isthmus,  while  it  will  sever  the  two  Americas, 
will  by  uniting  the  oceans  bring  them  in  still  closer  contact  with 
each  other  and  with  the  old  world.  The  work  of  scientific  men  in 
the  Andes  and  along  the  Amazon,  the  commerce  with  other  peo- 
ples which  has  become  established  in  the  various  divisions  of  South 
America,  the  "  wars  and  rumors  of  wars"  in  different  parts  of  the 
land,  the  intelligent  and  liberal  policy  of  the  Emperor  of  Brazil, 
all  point  to  the  preparation  of  this  grand  division  of  the  earth  for 
the  gospel  of  peace  and  good  will  to  men.  Would  that  the  Chris- 
tian Church  could  realize  this  fact,  and  send  a  vast  army  of  men 
and  women  to  conquer  South  America  for  Christ!  To  every  one 
who  bears  a  part  in  this  warfare.  He  has  already  fulfilled  His  prom- 
ise, "  I  will  go  hcforc  thee,  and  make  the  crooked,  places  straight ;" 
and  now  He  says,  "  Fear  not,  I  am  with  thee,"  and  "  Lo,  I  am  with 
you  alway."  Who  that  has  accepted  His  inexpressibly  tender 
"  Come  unto  Me,"  can  leave  unheeded  His  words  of  equal  love  and 
power,  "Go,  teach  all  nations"? 

UNITED  STATES  OF  COLOMBIA. 

The  mission  force  at  Bogota  remains  the  same  as  it  was  a  year 
ago.  Rev.  Willis  Weaver  and  his  wife,  and  Miss  Kate  McFarren; 
the  two  ladies  representing  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety, which  hopes  soon  to  send  a  third  to  aid  in  the  school.  The 
girls'  boarding  and  day  school  has  been  kept  up,  and  work  accom- 
plished among  the  women  and  children  at  their  homes. 

CHILI. 

At  VaJpriraiso  the  mi.ssiouaries  are  Rev.  Messrs.  David  Trum- 
bull, D.D.,  A.  M.  Merwin,  and  Eneas  McLean,  and  their  wives;  at 
ISantiago,  Rev.  S.  J.  Christen  and  his  wife ;  at  San  Felipe,  Rev. 
Robert  McLean  and  his  wife ;  and  at  Talca,  Rev.  S.  W.  Curtiss 
and  his  wife. 
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"  The  Chilian  field  is  interesting  and  full  of  promise,  though  of 
limited  extent.  Its  promise  of  influence  lies  in  the  enterprising 
character  of  the  government  and  people,  as  compared  with  the  other 
South  American  republics,  as  well  as  in  its  long  line  of  seacoast 
and  its  consequent  accessibility  to  the  commerce  of  the  world.  It 
extends  between  the  great  mountain  ridge  and  the  sea,  through 
more  than  thirty  degrees  of  latitude,  while  its  width  is  only  from 
sixty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  With  the  snow-capped 
Andes  ever  in  sight  on  one  side  and  the  broad  Pacific  so  near  on 
the  other,  its  people  live  constantly  under  the  influence  of  nature's 
highest  sublimity;  and  so  far  as  surroundings  afi'ect  character,  they 
ought  to  be  possessed  of  lofty  ideas.  By  being  near  to  the  sea, 
Chili  is  practically  near  to  Europe  and  other  nations,  and  conse- 
quently slie  feels,  in  the  upper  circles  at  least,  the  impetus  of 
Anglo-Saxon  enterprise,  and  receives  something  of  foreign  culture. 
The  seaport  towns  contain  a  mixed  population  from  various  lands, 
which  demand  more  or  less  missionary  efibrt  for  English-speaking 
people ;  and,  in  return,  the  mission  receives  not  a  little  local  aid  and 
encouragement  in  its  work." 

BRAZIL. 

This  empire,  with  its  vast  territory,  its  unlimited  resources,  its 
rapid  progress  in  civilization,  is  full  of  interest  to  the  thoughtful 
observer,  but  especially  so  to  one  who,  by  the  light  of  revelation,  is 
reading  the  "  signs  of  the  times"  in  passing  events.  "  When  the 
new  '  General  Assembly'  (which  corresponds  to  our  Congress)  was 
convened  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  it  was  found  that  there  was 
not  a  single  Conservative  member  in  it ;  all,  without  exception, 
were  Liberals."  The  Minister  of  the  Empire  said  then  that  "the 
government  desired  to  see  the  most  ample  and  complete  liberty  of 
worship  established  in  the  country,  and  the  enjoyment  of  equal 
political  rights  by  all  its  citizens,  irrespective  of  their  religious  pro- 
fessions." Since  this  speech  of  the  minister  was  made,  the  As- 
sembly has  considered  the  subjects  of  the  secularization  of  the  ceme- 
teries, civil  marriage,  and  an  entire  separation  of  the  church  and 
state.  It  is  true  that  the  Emperor  and  the  Assembly  are  ahead  of 
the  people,  but  they  have  reached  out  a  strong  arm  to  help  them 
up  to  a  higher  plane,  and  they  give  the  laborers  from  other  lands 
protection  and  aid  in  their  work. 

In  this  field,  which  is  about  the  size  of  our  own  country,  our 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  have  nine  stations.  At  Bahia  are 
Rev.  R.  Lenington  and  his  wife ;  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Rev.  Messrs. 
J.  T.  Houston  and  D.  M.  Hazlctt,  and  their  wives ;  at  San  Paulo, 
Rev.  Messrs.  Gr.  W.  Chamberlain  and  J.  B.  Howell,  and  their 
wives,  and  Misses  Mary  Chamberlain,  Ella  Kuhl,  and  Phebe  R. 
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Thomas ;  at  Rio  Claro,  Rev.  J.  F.  DaGama,  his  wife,  and  Miss 
Eva  DaGama;  at  Campos,  Loreno,  Sorocaha,  Brofas,  aud  Caldas 
are  native  ministers  or  teachers.  Of  this  band,  Mesdames  Hous- 
ton, Hazlett,  Howell,  and  DaGama,  and  Misses  Chamberlain,  Kuhl, 
and  Thomas,  are  under  the  care  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mission- 
ary Society. 

SAN  PAULO  SCHOOL. 

t 

Of  the  San  Paulo  school,  of  which  the  Emperor  has  spoken  in 
the  highest  terms,  Mrs.  Howell  gives  the  following  account : 

"  On  January  8,  1878,  we  received  into  our  family  the  first 
pupils  of  the  '  Girls'  Boarding  School  of  San  Paulo,'  I  having 
engaged  to  take  charge  of  the  housekeeping  and  instruction  of  the 
girls  in  domestic  affairs.  The  entire  house,  with  the  exception  of 
the  dormitories,  having  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Howell  and  myself, 
we  thought  best,  in  order  to  avoid  complication,  to  receive  a  fixed 
sum  for  board  from  each  pupil,  we  assuming  the  whole  expense  of 
table,  service,  &c.  During  the  first  quarter  we  had  two  full  board- 
ers and  five  day  boarders,  the  number  gradually  increasing  until  we 
closed  the  year  with  seven  full  boarders  and  two  day  boarders.  Of 
the  seven  regular  boarders  only  three  are  paying  the  full  circular 
price,  three  payiug  only  a  reduced  amount  for  board,  and  one  being 
supported  by  Mr.  Howell  and  myself  One  of  the  three  last  men- 
tioned had  been  supported  until  September  by  her  mother,  who 
was  teaching  in  the  school,  but  on  account  of  her  mother's  failing 
health,  has  since  then  been  without  support,  so  that  her  board  has 
been  drawn  from  the  amount  allowed  for  necessary  expenses. 

The  girls  rise  at  6  a.m.,  study  from  6.30  to  7.15,  breakfast  and 
morning  worship  occupying  the  hour  between  7.30  and  8.30.  They 
then  devote  an  hour  to  domestic  work,  sweeping  and  putting  their 
rooms  in  order,  washing  breakfast  dishes,  dusting,  &c.  They  at- 
tend the  day  school  in  the  mission  building,  a  short  distance  from 
the  house,  the  sessions  of  which  commence  at  9.30  A.M.,  and  close 
at  3  p.  M.  Dinner  at  3.15,  a  sewing  hour  which  closes  at  5.30,  fol- 
lowed by  a  half-hour's  walk,  occupy  their  afternoon.  Tea  hour  is 
at  7,  aud  the  girls  assemble  at  8  for  an  hour  and  a  half  of  study, 
retiring  to  their  rooms  at  9.30. 

"  On  Saturday  morning  more  time  is  devoted  to  domestic  work, 
and  an  hour  set  apart  lor  the  mending  of  clothes.  All  the  pupils 
attend  regularly  our  church  services,  the  Sabbath-school  and 
weekly  prayer-meeting;  all  study  the  (Catechism  in  the  day-school, 
and  are  taught  by  Miss  Kuhl  in  a  Bible-class  on  Sunday  afternoon. 
The  three  older  girls  are  professing  Christians,  one  of  them  having 
united  with  the  church  since  she  came  to  us.  Our  oldest  pupil  is 
sixteen,  our  youngest  six,  aud  all  need  equally  the  most  watchful 
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motherly  care.  The  girls  seem  happy  and  live  very  peaceably  to- 
,gether,  show  a  true  desire  to  please  and  interest  in  their  studies. 
We  are  anxious  to  show  them  the  beauty  of  a  Christian  home, 
and  hope  that  they  may  here  learn  to  make,  in  after  years,  true 
Christian  homes  wherever  the^r  lot  in  life  may  be  cast. 

"  I  accompanied  Mr.  Howell  on  his  last  journey  to  Brotas  and 
out-stations.  In  the  families  of  church  members  at  Brotas  and 
other  points,  I  saw  many  bright,  intelligent  daughters  who  are  anx- 
ious for  an  education,  but  too  poor  to  obtain  it  for  themselves,  and 
I  hope  more  earnestly  than  ever,  that  the  time  •will  soon  come  when 
the  Girls'  Boarding  School  can  have  a  building  of  its  own,  and  the 
money  which  is  now  paid  for  rent  be  used  in  the  support  of  such 
worthy  pupils." 

FROM  MRS.  HOUSTON. 

The  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  is  very  picturesquely  situated  on  a 
bay  of  the  same  name,  a  chain  of  mountain  peaks  forming  a  very 
romantic  background.  The  population  is  put  down  at  four  hundred 
thousand.  Some  of  the  streets  in  the  older  part  of  the  city  are 
very  narrow,  so  much  so  that  persons  who  are  walking  are  obliged 
to  take  refuge  in  open  doorways  to  escape  the  wheels  of  cars,  &c. 
There  are  some  beautiful  wide  avenues  or  ruas,  as  they  are  called 
here,  and  sever-il  fine  public  gardens  are  found  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  city. 

The  missionary  force  here  is  very  small,  so  that  there  are  only 
three  places  in  the  city  where  regular  service  is  held.  The  prin- 
cipal point  is  a  neat  stone  church  near  the  centre  of  the  city.  There 
is  a  membership  of  about  two  hundred  pei'sons  connected  with  it. 
There  is  preaching  in  it  twice  on  every  Sabbath,  and  Sabbath-school 
at  ten  o'clock.  On  Thursday  evening  a  prayer-meeting  is  held.  The 
Sabbath-school  has  an  average  of  about  sixty  in  attendance.  It  is 
considered  very  unsafe  to  allow  children,  and  especially  girls,  to  be 
on  the  street  unless  in  charge  of  father  or  elder  brother,  and  this 
is  a  great  obstacle  to  the  growth  of  the  Sabbath-school.  The  ser- 
vices are  all  generally  well  attended,  except  when  there  is  an  ap- 
pearance of  rain.  The  people  in  general  are  so  thinly  clad  that 
they  are  almost  sure  to  get  a  severe  cold  if  exposed  to  dampness. 

In  Lagomnas,  a  small  village  situated  on  one  of  the  mountains, 
there  is  service  every  Sabbath,  Rev.  Messrs.  Hazlett  and  Houston 
sharing  the  labor  at  times  with  some  of  the  native  helpers.  That 
part  of  the  field  is  very  interesting.  I  always  feel  revived  after  a 
visit  among  that  people. 

In  St.  Domingos  there  is  preaching  in  our  own  house  every  Sab- 
bath and  Friday  evenings,  and  Sabbath-school  at  five  o'clock  on 
Sabbath  afternoon.    At  times  the  attendance  is  very  encouraging. 
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but  we  feel  the  necessity  of  having  a  preachiug  hall  more  in  the 
centre  of  the  city,  and  hope  ~e  shall  soon  be  able  to  accomplish 
our  wish. 

There  is  a  weekly  religious  journal  called  The  Imprensa  Evan- 
gelica,  edited  by  the  missionaries  of  this  station,  though  nearly  all 
the  missionaries  contribute  to  its  columns.  This  paper  speaks  for 
Christ  in  places  in  the  interior  where  the  gospel  has  not  been  car- 
ried, and  there  is  no  doubt  that  God  has  been  pleased  to  make  it 
the  instrument  of  doing  much  to  advance  His  kingdom. 

I  tremble  at  times  when  I  think  what  a  fearful  responsibility  is 
resting  upon  us.  Pray  that  we  may  have  grace,  wisdom,  strength, 
patience,  and  perseverance,  that  we  may  work,  labor,  and  wait  as 
well  as  pray.  May  God's  richest  blessing  rest  upon  each  one  of 
you  who  are  giving  your  time,  talents,  and  means  to  forward  the 
time  when  all  shall  have  a  knowledge  of  our  blessed  Saviour! 


3Ef  Ifonip. 


THE  MEETING  AT  SARATOGA. 

It  is  a  conceded  fact,  that  no  place  in  the  United  States  is 
subject  to  such  violent  extremes  as  Saratoga — not  of  temperature 
according  to  Fahrenheit,  but  extremes  as  indicated  by  a  social, 
political,  financial,  and  religious  thermometer,  each  of  which  in 
turn  gauges  an  atmosphere  differing  most  widely  in  its  constituent 
elements.  It  is  now  reverent  gravity,  now  wildest  gayety,  now  the 
mild  form  of  ecclesiastical  politics  and  economy  which  results  in 
the  election  of  a  moderator,  and  decides  the  mileage  question,  and 
now  the  climax  of  political  chicanery  and  acute  finance.  Surely 
such  sudden  transitions  might  produce  disastrous  efiects  were  they 
not  counteracted  by  the  bracing,  clarifying  properties  of  the  peren- 
nial waters. 

With  the  ripened  spring-time  this  year  came  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  a 
more  notable  body  of  men  never  before  met  in  conference  in  this 
famous  resort.  Saratoga,  with  its  wealth  of  fresh,  unsullied  green, 
welcomed  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  its  cool  shade,  refreshing 
waters,  and  generous  hospitality,  giving  them,  in  fact,  quiet  pos- 
session, with  a  calmness  that  gave  little  indication  of  the  coming 
storm.  The  prophet  of  old  "  went  forth  to  the  spring  of  the  waters 
and  cast  salt  in  there."  Ha\'ing  had  the  precedence  of  all  others, 
may  we  not  believe  that  the  influence  of  their  clear  utterances  of 
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fiiitli  and  doctrine,  and  above  all,  of  their  earnest  prayers,  may  be 
felt  by  all  who  shall  follow  them  ? 

Ou  Thursday,  May  22d,  a  memorably  bright  and  beautiful  day, 
came  the  representative  women. — the  clear,  sweet  soprano  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  who,  though  urged  at  one  of  their  sessions 
to  accept  a  bass  accompaniment,  evidently  preferred  to  carry  the 
part  though  alone — for  one  day  at  least. 

This  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mission- 
ary organizations  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  held  during  the  ses- 
sions of  the  General  Assembly,  was  called  by  the  Albany  Synodical 
Society,  Mrs.  S.  R.  House,  president.  A  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, of  which  Mrs.  Dr.  Stryker,  of  Saratoga,  was  the  efficient 
chairman,  had  planned  a  most  excellent  progran)uie  of  exercises, 
which  the  ladies  from  the  North,  South,  East,  and  West,  aided  iu 
carrying  out  most  successfully.  So  far  as  possible  the  names  of 
those  present  were  obtained,  and  it  was  found  that  sixteen  states 
were  represented;  viz.,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  West  \'irginia,  Michigan,  Ohio,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Colorado,  and  Utah,  not  for- 
getting the  District  of  Columbia  and  New  York,  which  last  cer- 
tainly honored  its  guests  by  a  large  delegation  from  city  and 
country,  near  and  far. 

The  meetings  were  held  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
kindly  oflFered  for  the  occasion.  To  those  who  for  the  first  time 
look  upon  such  an  assemblage  of  Christian  women  the  sight  alone 
is  an  inspiration.  Were  not  a  word  spoken,  the  various  faces, 
illuminated  by  "  the  light  that  never  was  on  sea  or  land,  the  conse- 
cration," would  express  the  grand  aims  and  lofty  purposes  of  this 
unusual  gathering.  Mrs.  House  presided  at  the  opening  exercises 
in  the  morning  with  characteristic  dignity  and  grace.  Her  long 
period  of  service  in  the  mission  field  was  fitly  recognized,  and  her 
words  of  greeting  well  chosen  and  sincere.  Many  earnest  words 
were  spoken  in  this  sacred  hour,  and  devout  prayers  ofl'cred  which 
will  not  be  forgotten  by  the  many,  young  and  old,  who  were  atten- 
tive listeners.  The  lesson  of  the  hour  was  the  power  of  prayer, 
illustrated  most  forcibly. 

At  the  close  of  these  exercises  the  meeting  was  called  to  order, 
and  Mrs.  Stryker,  the  presiding  ofiicer  pro  tem.,  announced  the 
several  nominations  for  permanent  president.  All  were  withdrawn 
except  the  names  of  Mrs.  Graham,  of  New  York,  and  Mrs.  Hoge, 
of  Chicago.  The  latter  was  elected.  Mrs.  S.  C.  Perkins,  of  Phila- 
delphia, was  made  secretary,  but  Mrs.  J).  A.  Cunningham,  of 
Wheeling,  W.  Ysi.,  took  her  place. 

Mrs.  Hoge,  upon  taking  the  chair,  expressed  her  appreciation  of 
the  high  honor  conferred,  and  accepted  it  as  a  tribute  "  to  the 
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Society  of  the  Northwest,  to  the  prairie  women,  and  to  that  section 
that  has  to  run  the  subsoil  plough  in  the  sparsely  populated  states 
amid  a  limited  Presbyterian  clement."  The  object  of  coming 
together  was  not  essentially  for  instruction,  but  for  the  inspiration 
of  meeting  each  other  face  to  face.  Wc  come  to  meet  these  mis- 
sionary sisters  who  have  borne  the  heat  and  buraen  of  the  day. 
We  come  to  meet  the  Master';  to  hear  Him  say,  "  All  power  is 
siiven  unto  me,"  and  to  receive  woman's  commission,  "  Go  tell !" 
The  first  message  in  the  supreme  hour  of  the  resurrection  was  to 
woman. 

Mrs.  Hoge  then  spoke  of  woman's  work  as  not  new.  proving 
the  truth  of  her  assertion  by  briefly  tracing  the  history  of  that 
work  from  Old  Testament  times  down  to  the  prayers  in  the  "  upper 
chamber"  at  Jerusalem,  and  closed  by  saying,  '•  I  want  to  give  you 
apostolic  authority  for  our  work.  It  strengthens  me,  it  will 
strengthen  you." 

The  audience  then  listened  to  the  very  graceful  address  of  wel- 
come, which  pleasant  task  had  been  assigned  to  Mrs.  Dr.  Henry 
Dai'ling,  of  Albany. 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  holding  its 
annual  sessions  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery  of  Albany, 
the  pleasing  oflSce  has  been  assigned  me  of  bidding  our  Christian 
sisters,  from  every  part  of  our  wide  extended  country,  a  cordial 
welcome ;  and  without  presuming  upon  any  such  special  devotion 
to  the  interests  of  our  present  meeting  as  would  warrant  the  selec- 
tion, no  one  could  perform  the  duties  of  such  an  office  with  a  more 
loving  heart.  I  welcome  you,  my  dear  sisters,  as  Christians,  united 
with  us  to  the  same  Saviour,  and  in  the  hope  of  the  same  blessed 
inheritance.  I  welcome  you  as  Christian  workers ;  as  those  whose 
highest  honor  it  is  to  be  laborers  together  with  God,  in  the  great 
work  of  building  up  His  kingdom.  I  welcome  you  as  Christian 
women ;  engaged  in  a  department  of  evangelization  which,  although 
to  our  sex  of  comparatively  recent  origin,  has  been  by  God  most 
signally  blessed. 

As  Paul,  in  writing  to  the  Romans,  sends  his  Christian  saluta- 
tions to  many  of  the  holy  women  who  in  that  city  had  been  most 
eminent  for  their  piety  and  usefulness,  although  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble that  personally  they  were  entire  strangers  to  him,  so  by  their 
representative  would  the  Synod  of  Albany  now  tender  their  warm 
expressions  of  interest  and  alfection  to  their  dear  Christian  sisters 
in  this  Assembly  personally  strangers  to  them.  To  "  Mary  who 
bestowed  much  labor  on  us;"  to  "  Tryphena  and  Tyrphosa,  who 
labor  in  the  Lord ;"  to  "  the  beloved  Persis  which  labored  mueh  in 


AT  HOME. 


261 


the  Lord;"  to  "Julia,  Nereus  and  his  sister."  And  to  this  would 
we  add  with  Paul,  the  general  salutation,  "  and  all  the  saints 
which  are  with  them."  But  to  these  words  of  welcome,  suffer  me, 
my  dear  sisters,  to  add  a  very  few  words  for  encouragement.  It  is 
a  remarkable  fact  that  in  the  whole  life  of  Christ,  He  is  never  said 
in  a  single  instance  to  have  called  a  woman  to  follow  Him,  as  He 
did  frequently  call  men.  It  seems  as  though  our  blessed  Lord  had 
assumed  that  the  womanly  side  of  human  nature  would  instinct- 
I  ively  welcome  Him  as  the  Saviour. 

The  dew  waits  for  no  voice  to  call  it  to  the  sun.  It  finds  its 
way  up  to  that  bright  luminary  without  understanding  anything  of 
the  laws  of  motion  or  the  mysteries  of  light.  It  is  not  unlike  this 
with  woman's  heart.  It  goes  up  to  Christ  unconsciously,  and 
almost  intuitively.  And  here  is  unquestionably  the  true  explana- 
tion of  the  fact,  that  in  all  ages  of  the  church  it  is  from  the  ranks 
of  women  that  the  great  majority  of  those  have  come  who  from 
the  heart  have  been  the  disciples  of  Christ. 

]^ut  women  thus  forming  much  the  larger  part  of  the  church's 
membership,  think  of  its  inertia  whenever  either  theoretically  or 
practically  the  opinion  prevails  that  woman  has  no  special  work  for 
Christ  to  perform,  or  that  her  work  is  altogether  domestic  or  social. 
The  church  of  Christ  is  then  an  army,  in  which  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  the  soldiers  ai"e  exempts ;  or  it  is  a  vineyard  in  which  a 
very  small  minority  of  the  professed  laborers  perform  any  service  ? 
'Can  anything  more  effectually  rob  Zion  of  her  strength  than  such 
a  conception  as  this  of  woman's  sphere  in  the  church  '/ 

The  Papacy  has  always  acted  upon  a  principle  very  different  from 
this.  Is  a  noble  lady  of  that  faith  moved  by  more  than  ordinary 
zeal  for  the  propagation  of  her  religion  ?  almost  any  number  of 
sisterhoods  are  at  hand  inviting  her  entrance.  Had  the  Countess 
of  Huntington  or  Mrs.  Fry  been  papists,  "  Rome,"  says  Lord 
Macaulay,  "  would  have  made  the  first  the  Superior  of  the  Ladies 
of  the  Sacred  Heart ;  and  the  last  the  foundress  of  the  blessed 
order  of  the  Sisters  of  the  gaol." 

Nor  is  it  in  those  orders  that  require  of  their  members  an  entire 
separation  from  the  world  alone,  that  Rome  seeks  to  secure  for 
*  herself  the  influence  of  women.    Her  Sisters  of  the  Sodality  are 

composed  of  mothers  and  daughters,  who  still  remain  engaged  in 
their  ordinary  domestic  and  social  duties.  There  is  scarcely  a 
woman  in  the  whole  bosom  of  the  Papacy  that  is  not  included  in 
some  of  her  organizations.  And  shall  Protestant  women  feel  that 
they  have  no  work  to  do  for  Christ  when  their  Papal  sisters  are  so 
busy  ?  No.  We  hail  the  establishment  of  Woman's  Boards  of 
Foreign  Missions  as  the  commencement  of  a  new  era  in  the  evan- 
gelization of  the  church. 
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And  He  "  who  hath  made  everything  beautiful  in  His  time," 
how  wonderful  is  His  goodness,  seen  in  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  church  during  the  years  that  this  new  agency  has 
been  in  operation  !  The  few  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the 
organization  of  the  Woman's  Board  connected  with  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  covers  the  entire  period  of  our  country's  great  com- 
mercial depression.  And  during  these  years  so  many  of  the  largest 
benefactors  and  most  generous  friends  of  the  Board,  no  longer  able 
to  contribute  of  their  abundance  to  its  treasury,  from  what  sources 
could  this  great  deficiency  have  been  supplied,  had  it  not  come 
from  this  new  fountain  of  Christian  beneficence  ? 

It  is  well  also,  I  think,  here  to  emphasize  the  fact,  that  as  this 
charity  has  been  exercised  in  the  very  face  of  that  denial  of  the 
doctrine,  both  of  the  guilt  and  peril  of  the  heathen,  which  is  certainly 
a  form  of  religious  skepticism  most  prevalent  in  our  times,  we  have 
in  it  the  indisputable  proof  of  the  continued  adherence  of  our 
church  to  all  the  great  doctrines  of  our  faith.  Again  then,  dear 
sisters  in  Christ,  let  me  bid  you  welcome.  Engaged  in  a  common 
work,  we  are  here  to  stimulate  each  other  by  the  interchange  of 
thought  and  the  communion  of  prayer. 

May  God  bless  our  gathering,  and  when  earthly  toils  are  over, 
bring  us,  with  all  who  have  served  Christ,  to  the  General  Assembly 
and  Church  of  the  first  born,  whose  names  are  "  written  in  heaven  !" 

Mrs.  Anna  jM.  Gibbs,  of  Chicago,  responded  most  happily  as 
follows : 

What  an  hour  is  this !  Angels  and  archangels  must  rejoice 
that  in  this  world-famed  centre  of  wealth,  beauty,  and  fashion,  such 
an  assemblage  should  convene  to  talk  of  the  things  which  pertain 
to  the  uplifting  of  degraded  heathen  women,  and  the  purifying  of 
the  wretched  places  tht'y  call  home.  Ladies  of  the  Synod  of 
Albany,  most  heartily  do  we  thank  you  for  your  earnest  words  of 
welcome.  Each  woman  present  must  feel  honored  in  having  been 
invited  to  this  feast,  that  she  was  counted  worthy  to  sit  among  those 
whose  aims  are  so  high  and  ennobling,  to  listen  to  and  look  upon 
the  beloved  disciples  whose  willing  feet  have  stood  upon  heathen 
ground,  knowing  no  heat,  no  cold,  no  weariness,  that  they  might 
give  the  light  of  life  to  those  sitting  in  darkness.  We  bow  our 
heads  before  them  and  gather  inspiration  from  their  presence.  The 
Lord  bless  and  give  them  rich  fruitage  for  their  labors  !  More  than 
all  have  we  come  from  our  widely  separated  homes  to  see  the  King 
of  kings  enthroned,  and  cast  our  precious  ofl"erings  at  His  feet. 
Shall  we  not  to-day  bring  Him  royal  gifts,  loving  allegiance,  gold, 
frankincense  and  myrrh  ?  In  the  name  of  the  Presbyterian  women 
of  the  Northwest,  I  would  again  warmly  thank  you  that  we  may 
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mingle  our  voices  here  in  the  ascriptions  of  praise  for  the  large 
measure  of  success  that  has  attended  the  efforts  of  Woman's  For- 
eign Missionary  Societies,  and  with  you  petition  the  Great  Giver 
for  still  larger  supplies  of  all  needed  good ;  that  the  thousands  who 
are  crying  from  the  depths  of  woe,  for  the  Bread  of  Life,  may  not 
be  left  to  famish  ;  that  mothers  who  have  been  rescued  and  are  now 
asking  help  for  their  children,  may  not  appeal  in  vain. 

For  lack  of  means,  a  paltry  pittance  from  each  one  in  our  great 
Presbyterian  family,  must  schools  and  seminaries  be  closed  where 
heathen  sons  and  daughters  are  being  trained  for  Christ?  In  be- 
half of  women  and  children  everywhere,  who  know  not  the  sweet 
name  of  Jesus  and  the  power  of  His  blessed  gospel,  I  would  thank 
you  yet  once  again.  From  such  a  gathering  as  this  will  not  new 
fountains  be  opened  that  shall  send  streams  of  salvation  far  out  into 
the  waste  places  of  the  earth,  making  the  "  desert  to  rejoice  and 
blossom  as  the  rose"  ?  Verily  it  must  be  so.  My  sisters  !  let  us 
make  this  day  one  of  life's  grandest  opportunities,  and  while  on  this 
Pisgah  height  let  us  take  in  such  large  views  of  the  world's  need 
that  we  cannot  rest  till  we  have  borne  our  full  part  in  giving  the 
news  of  salvation  to  every  creature.  Who  would  not  turn  away  from 
the  vanities  of  earth,  even  those  that  charm  us  most,  to  joiu  hands 
with  those  who  shall  lay  upon  the  completed  structure  iu  the  New 
Jerusalem,  the  topmost  stone,  uniting  with  that  innumerable  host 
out  of  every  kindred  and  every  tribe  in  the  loud  hosannah,  "  Grace, 
grace  unto  it"  ?  Christian  woman,  is  the  seal  of  the  Master  upon 
you  ?  Then  let  this  tone  echo  and  re-echo  through  all  your  life, 
"  The  whole  wide  world  for  Jesus." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  was  then  read, 
and  after  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Society 
of  Saratoga,  for  the  use  of  their  beautiful  church,  it  was  suggested 
that  an  oi'ganization  be  formed  to  make  arrangements  for  the  next 
Annual  Meeting.  Five  ladies  were  chosen  to  make  the  nomina- 
tions, and  the  result  of  their  deliberations  is  the  following  Executive 
Committee  for  1880  :  Mrs.  A.  H.  Hoge,  Chicago,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Schenck,  Philadelphia,  Mrs.  James  Lorimer  Graham,  New  York, 
Mrs.  Hunn,  St.  Louis,  Mrs.  1.  N.  Judson,  Brooklyn,  Mrs.  S.  B-. 
House,  Albany,  Mrs.  E.  W.  Bough  ton,  Troy. 

The  reading  of  papers  prepared  for  the  occasion  was  next  in 
order.  The  first  theme,  "  The  Need  of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  the 
grandest  of  all  themes,  old,  yet  ever  new,  was  most  forcibly  and 
practically  presented  by  Mrs.  S.  C.  Perkins,  of  Philadelphia. 

Mrs.  William  A.  Niles,  of  Hornellsville,  opened  the  discussion  of 
the  next  subje-jt,  "  What  are  tlie  best  methods  for  enlisting  Chris- 
tian women  in  persistent  efi'orts  ior  the  conversion  of  the  liLatheui"' 
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Many  profitable  hints  were  given,  and  the  able  paper  acquired  an 
added  value  when  it  was  known  that  Mrs.  Niles  had  sealed  her 
interest  in  missions  by  the  gift  of  a  son  and  daughter  to  the  cause. 
.  I  It  was  intended  that  there  should  be  a  brief  discussion  of  each 
subject  after  its  introduction,  but  much  to  the  regret  of  all,  there 
seemed  no  time  for  it.  If  any  criticism  can  be  made,  where  all 
was  so  good,  it  is  just  at  this  point.  In  that  large  congregation, 
there  were  many  women  of  gifts  and  graces,  whose  ideas,  gathered 
from  rich  and  ripe  experience,  would  have  been  invaluable,  could 
they  have  found  expression.  A  few  moments  only  were  devoted 
to  the  last  mentioned  topic.  The  incident  related  by  Mrs.  House 
illustrating  the  necessity  of  a  better  acquaintance  with  "  Mrs. 
Heathen  and  her  children,"  was  quite  in  point.  Miss  Backus,  of 
Schenectady,  proposed  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  distribute 
uiissionary  letters  to  all  the  churches,  thereby  relieving  the  uiission- 
aries  of  much  labor.  This  idea  was  afterwards  embodied  in  a 
resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

IrResolved,  That  a  committee,  representing  the  several  Woman's 
Mission  Boards  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  be  appointed  to  send 
down  to  all  societies  desiring  it  a  monthly  memento  of  this  Annual 
Mfeeting,  in  tBe  form  of  a  printed  letter  from  missionaries  and 
others. 

1-The  following  ladies  were  afterwards  appointed  to  serve  on  that 
cpjnuiittee :  Mrs.  Prentiss,  New  York;  Mrs.  Keep,  Chicago;  Mrs. 
Perkins,  Philadelphia  ;  3Iiss  Backus,  Albany  Synod  ;  the  Foreign 
Secretaries  of  Brooklyn  Society;  Mrs.  Brookes,  of  the  Board  of  the 
Southwest. 

"  Loyalty  to  the  Board,"  the  next  subject  on  the  programme,  was 
most  skillfully  treated  by  Miss  Gaul,  of  Hudson.  She  certainly 
succeeded  in  incarnating  a  theme  which  to  a  superficial  thinker 
nlight  seem  lifeless  and  uninteresting.  This  paper  will  repay  a 
careful  reading,  as  will  all  that  were  submitted. 

At  this  point,  Mrs.  Perkins,  of  Philadelphia,  introduced  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

:a 

,  .'Resolved ,  That  the  various  Woman's  Boards  and  Societies  pledge 
thJoir  best  endeavors  to  help  carry  out  the  proposal  of  the  Assembly 
to  raise  the  aggregate  sum  of  $500,000  during  this  year,  in  order 
tQi  avoid  using  the  sacred  legacies  of  the  dead  for  the  payment  of 
debts,  and  thus  enable  the  Board,  through  the  legacy  of  Mrs.  M. 
ALiliapsley,  to  grant  the  estimates  sent  from  the  fields  without  fur- 
ther retrenchment. 

'\  Resolved,  That  while  we  individually  intend  to  join  heartily  in 
all  our  churches  in  eflbrt  for  Home  Missions  and  other  benevolent 
schemes  in  our  own  land,  we  deem  it  wholly  inexpedient  to  disturb 
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nny  existiug  societies  or  methods  of  work  already  organized,  or  to 
so  change  the  constitutions  of  societies  as  to  divide  the  contributions 
now  depended  upon  for  Foreign  Missions. 

The  announcement  made  by  Mrs.  Schenck  immediately  after  this 
action,  that  Philadelphia  proposes  to  raise  $100,000  another  year, 
quite  electrified  the  audience.  Mrs.  Hoge  made  no  new  pledges  for 
the  Northwest,  but  the  assurance  that  they  would  endeavor  to  in- 
crease their  subscriptions  was  a  sufficient  guarantee.  Two  subjects 
on  the  programme  remained  to  be  presented,  but  the  time  had 
come  for  adjournment,  and  the  morning  meeting,  so  rich  in  interest, 
closed  with  the  missionary  hymn. 

The  collation  served  in  the  interim  between  the  services  was  no 
unimportant  factor  of  this  feast  of  feasts;  and  surely  time  was 
never  more  swift-winged  than  when  so  many  greetings  between  old 
friends  and  new  were  exchanged,  when  faces  responded  to  names 
long  familiar,  and  when  missionaries  long  exiled  from  home  and 
friends  grasped  the  hands  which  were  cordially  extended  to  them 
in  welcome,  and  heard  words  which  ■^ill  come  back  to  them  with 
added  sweetness  in  some  lonely  hour  of  the  future. 

The  platform  in  the  afternoon  presented  a  scene  which  will  linger 
long  in  the  memory.  After  the  officers  of  the  convention  had  taken 
their  places,  Mrs.  Hoge,  the  woman  of  the  hour,  would  not  be  sat- 
isfied until  all  the  missionaries  present  should  be  seated  where  tlic 
audience  might  look  into  their  faces.  To  Mrs.  House  (Siam)  was 
assigned  the  large  chair  in  the  midst.  Near  by  were  Mrs.  Down- 
ing and  Mrs.  Bushnell,  whose  labors  in  Africa  have  been  so  abun- 
dant; then  Mrs.  Reutlinger  and  Mrs.  DeHeer,  from  the  same  dark 
continent,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Newton,  of  India,  Misses  Loring  and  Jack.son, 
from  Syria.  Mrs.  Dr.  Jessup  could  not  have  been  in  the  house, 
otherwise  her  face  would  have  been  seen,  for  no  one  could  resist 
the  appeal  of  the  President,  whose  heart  is  so  full  of  love  for  mis- 
sionaries, and  whose  familiarity  with  mission  stations  is  so  great, 
that  she  sometimes  makes  them  identical,  and  so  called  on  Mrs. 
"  Corisco"  for  a  speech  ! 

The  exercises  were  opened  with  prayer,  after  which  Miss  Smiley, 
whose  radiant  face  was  seen  upon  the  platform,  addressed  the  audi- 
ence, at  the  request  of  many  of  the  ladies,  on  the  first  topic  of  the 
morning,  The  Need  of  the  Holy  Spirit."  The  papers  omitted  in 
the  morning  were  read,  one  by  Mrs.  Butler,  of  Syracuse,  on  ''  Mis- 
sionary Literature," Tuiother  by  Mrs.  Perkins,  on  the  Chinese  in 
America.  This  last  was  contributed  by  jMrs.  P.  D.  Browne,  of  the 
Occidental  Branch.  The  Southwest,  a  new  but  vigorous  organiza- 
tion, was  represented  by  3Irs.  Hurd,  who  gave  a  graphic  account  of 
the  work  in  that  section,  from  which  we  copy  the  following  extract : 
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"  The  field  is  broad,  difficult,  rugged,  and  thorny.  We  find 
ourselves  at  a  fearful  height  in  point  of  privilege,  and  as  we  look 
down  from  it  and  survey,  we  cast  about  us  for  help  to  keep  from 
falling.  It  is  as  though  we  took  a  stand  midway  on  our  great 
bridge  and  look  over  down,  down  at  the  rushing,  foaming,  muddy 
Mississippi.  But  the  sun  and  stars  are  up  above,  quiet  and  steady, 
and  the  blue  of  heaven  is  so  restful,  and  God  is  there  always  ready 
to  help  His  children.  We  feel  that  with  God's  hand  to  lead  us, 
and  His  promises  to  support  us,  we  will  willingly  bare  our  arm  for 
the  burden,  and  bend  our  neck  for  the  yoke." 

Mrs.  Butler's  topic  occasioned  a  short  discussion,  and  cheap 
methods  of  circulating  missionary  intelligence  were  advocated,  also 
an  electrical  pen  for  copying,  and  the  various  methods  of  carrying 
on  the  work.  East  and  West,  were  briefly  touched  upon. 

Then  we  heard  from  one  and  another  of  those  into  whose  faces 
we  were  looking,  who  could  speak  to  our  hearts  most  elfectively; 
those  whose  enthusiasm  in  the  work  had  been  kindled,  not  merely 
by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  by  the  sight  of  heathen  woman's 
woes.  And  first  cuuie  the  *erse  words  of  Mrs.  DeHcer,  whose 
youthful  appearance  gives  little  sign  of  the  work  she  has  already 
done;  then  the  simple,  unaffected  story  of  Mrs.  Reuttinger,  and  the 
sweet  appeal  of  Mrs.  Newton  for  the  prayers  of  Christians,  and  the 
brilliant  soul-stirring  address  of  Miss  Loring,  of  Syria.  The  poem 
of  Mrs.  Herrick  Johnson,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  read  by  herself,  and 
which  she  pi-efaced  by  saying  that  it  might  be  considered  more  of 
a  prophecy  than  a  present  realization,  was  a  fitting  crown  to  these 
impressive  exercises. 

The  pen  but  feebly  expresses  the  interest  which  gathered  about 
this  meeting.  A  spirit  of  hopefulness  was  plainly  manifested  in  all 
the  remarks,  and  the  triumph-note  was  never  lost,  even  amid  the 
narration  of  experiences  in  which  it  seemed  that  the  minor  chord 
must  prevail. 

Dr.  Jessup,  the  honored  Missionary  and  Moderator  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  was  then  introduced,  the  audience  rising  to  receive 
him.  His  address  was  full  of  interest,  and  his  hearty  endorsement 
of  woman's  work  was  thoroughly  appreciated.  The  few  minutes' 
delay  before  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Jessup  gave  the  audience  another 
opportunity  of  listening  to  the  eloquent  words  of  Mrs.  Hoge.  These 
showed  her  power,  intellectual  and  spiritual,  and  left  an  impression 
that  cannot  be  effaced.  Weak  faith  was  strengthened,  fainting 
hearts  encouraged,  and  many  went  to  their  various  homes  better 
prepared  to  take  up  the  work,  small  or  great,  which  the  Master 
had  assigned  them,  "to  pass  the  cup  along"  in  whatever  way,  by 
whatever  means.  He  should  direct..  It  will  not  be  thought  improper 
for  the  writer  to  express  in  this  article,  what  was  on  every  lip  in 
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Saratoga,  the  profound  respect  entertained  for  the  Northwest,  as 
embodied  in  the  presiding  officer  of  the  day. 

The  evening  session,  preceded  by  a  social  reunion,  was  presided 
over  by  Dr.  Henry  Darling,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  who  though  of 
strongly  Pauline  tendencies,  has  never  seemed  anxious  to  find  any- 
thing unscriptural  in  this  woman's  work.  After  singing  and  an 
opening  prayer  by  Dr.  J.  Addison  Henry,  of  Philadelphia,  five- 
minute  addresses,  witty  and  wise,  were  made  by  Drs.  Patton,  Breed, 
Robinson,  Ellinwood,  Stryker,  and  others.  These  were  not  merely 
congratulatory,  but  strong  and  forcible,  recognizing  the  grand  results 
of  the  year's  work,  and  the  grand  outlook  for  the  future. 

Dr.  Patton's  address  deserves  more  than  passing  mention,  because 
it  brought  out  so  clearly  the  reason  for  the  existence  of  these 
woman's  organizations  for  foreign  missions.  If  it  were  not  for 
such  reason,  he  argued,  every  Board  of  the  church  might  with 
equal  propriety  establish  a  woman's  board  for  separate  and  distinct 
work ;  which  with  regard  to  most  would  certainly  be  absurd. 
Having  put  this  idea  sharply,  he  then  brought  out  with  great 
power  the  one  ground  of  justification  for  the  distinctive  work  of 
women  in  foreign  missions :  viz.,  that  there  is  work  for  heathem 
women  and  children  which  only  Christian  wonjen  can  do.  This  he 
held  to  be  a  sufficient  and  unanswerable  argument  in  justification: 
of  these  foreisrn  mission  organizations. 

It  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  of 
the  General  Assembly  for  this  year  places  our  work  upon  precisely 
the  same  footing,  justifying  and  endorsing  it  accordingly. 

The  evening  exercises  were  closed  with  prayer  by  the  venerable 
Dr.  Beattie,  of  Steubenville,  singing,  and  benediction  by  Bev.  Dr. 
Schenck,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  record  of  a  day  long  to  be  remembered  in  the  annals  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  was  completed.    Its  record  is  also  on  high. 

This  article  would  be  incomplete  did  it  not  refer  gratefully  to 
the  hospitality  of  the  Presbyterian  ladies  of  Saratoga  and  vicinity, 
and  particularly  to  the  wife  of  the  esteemed  pastor,  Bev.  Dr. 
Stryker,  who  not  only  in  preparation  for,  but  participation  in,  the 
exercises  of  the  day,  was  most  helpful  and  suggestive. 

It  is  a  growing  conviction  in  the  minds  of  many,  that  there  is 
most  unanswerable  logic  in  the  $136, OOU  which  the  Women's  or- 
ganizations for  Foreign  Missions  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  have 
inscribed  upon  their  banner  for  May,  1871).  Great  works  have 
followed  great  faith.  Who  shall  pretend  to  estimate  the  grand 
results  of  such  a  work  ?  With  God's  blessing  resting  upon  giver 
and  receiver,  with  God's  Spirit  accompanying  the  means  of  gi-ace 
provided,  God- alone  can  answer  the  question,  ''What  shall  the 
harvest  be?"  Anna  Anderson,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
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THE  XEED  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT. 

Mrs.  S.  G.  Perkins,  Philadelphia. 

"  He  shall  guide  you  into  all  truth." 

Why  did  the  Apostles  wait  after  their  Lord  had  ascended,  before 
beginning  the  work  He  had  left  in  their  hands  ?  Why  did  they 
not  at  once  proclaim  Him  everywhere,  or  at  least  tell  the  "  devout 
Jews"  at  Jerusalem  of  the  Messiah  whom  they  knew  ?  Why  did 
they  betake  themselves  to  that  "upper  room,"  and  tarry,  apparently 
losing  precious  time  in  talk  and  prayer  together?  Ah,  there  was 
a  reason.  The  risen  Master  had  told  them  to  "  wait  for  the  prom- 
ise of  the  Father,  which,"  said  He,  "  ye  have  heard  of  me."  And 
He  told  them  that  they  should  receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  had  come  upon  them."  They  were  therefore  obeying  Him 
in  waiting,  far  more  than  they  would  have  been  in  acting  then. 
And  until  the  blessed  gift  was  theirs,  it  was  useless  for  them  to 
begin  their  labors.  Till  their  souls  were  strengthened  by  this 
power,  they  were  weakness  itself,  and  their  words  and  works  would 
fail  of  any  lasting  eifect  upon  those  who  heard  and  saw  them. 
Without  the  guidance  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  they  would  not  know 
when  or  where  or  how  to  witness  for  the  Lord,  so  that  their  testi- 
mony should  be  convincing  and  converting.  Until  their  faculties 
of  body  and  soul  were  consecrated  by  this  baptism,  they  could  not 
be  sure  of  themselves  or  of  their  fitness  for  the  tremendous  work 
to  which  they  must  address  their  energies.  Only  when  they  were 
"filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,"  and  when  therel'ore  there  was  no 
room  for  doubt,  or  fear,  or  hesitation,  were  they  thoroughly  ready, 
equipped  for  their  vocation. 

But  after  the  Holy  Ghost  had  come  upon  them,  then  there  was 
nothing  more  to  wait  for.  '  Not  greater  knowledge,  or  wider  expe- 
rience, or  higher  hopes,  or  surer  expectations,  none  of  these  were 
needed  to  enable  them  to  enter  upon  their  work.  They  were  forth- 
with to  be  "witnesses  unto"  the  Lord  Jesus  "unto  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth."  He  told  them  what  they  were  to  do,  when 
they  were  to  do  it,  and  by  what  power;  and,  having  done  this,  He 
went  up  out  of  their  sight  into  the  heavens,  from  whence  "in  like 
manner"  He  shall  come  again. 

And  now  here  we  are,  nineteen  centuries  later.  Those  men  who 
with  their  own  ears  heard  that  grand  commission  from  the  Saviour, 
have  long,  long  since  joined  Him  beyond  the  clouds  which  that 
day  received  Him.  Their  words,  spoken  by  the  inspiration  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  have  witnessed  for  the  Lord,  have  led  others  to  wit- 
ness for  Him,  and  have  echoed  around  the  world  ever  since,  with  a 
uevei«-ceasing  call  to  every  one  who  takes  up  the  strain,  to  recognize 
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the  fact  that  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  alone  were  and  are 
they  made  effectual. 

It  becomes  us  then,  as  we  have  learned  somewhat  to  realize  our 
great  privilege  in  being  made  "  witnesses  for"  our  Lord,  not  only 
just  around  us  at  home,  but  "  unto  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth," 
to  see  to  it  that  we  go  to  the  fountain  head  for  our  inspiration  and 
our  strength.  If  ever  workers  for  Christ  could  have  done  without 
this  aid,  those  companions  of  His  who  had  for  three  blessed  years 
heard  His  words  and  beheld  His  acts,  and  received  His  parting  i 
charge,  and  seen  Him  ascend  into  glory,  surely  these  could  have 
rested  upon  all  this,  and  from  it  have  drawn  unending  supplies  of 
energy  and  enthusiasm.  But  they  could  not  do  without  the  divinely 
promised  power.    Far  less  can  we. 

Nine  years  ago,  when  Presbyterian  women  as  such  began  this 
foreign  mission  work,  it  was  with  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  what 
they  were  entering  upon.  They  knew  not  whereunto  this  thing 
would  grow.  But  they  took  the  first  step,  conscious  of  guidance 
from  above  in  so  doing,  and  putting  themselves  in  the  attitude  of 
obedient  following  wherever  the  Holy  Spirit  would  lead  them. 
Other  steps  soon  followed,  more  rapidly  than  many  of  them  antici- 
pated. Almost  before  they  knew  it,  a  vast  work  was  on  their 
hands,  requiring  wisdom,  patience,  faith,  strength,  beyond  what 
they  had  at  all  imagined. 

For  a  time  during  those  very  first  years,  the  difficulties  and  dis- 
couragements of  the  work  too  were  not  so  apparent,  and  perhaps 
therefore  the  need  of  the  constant  presence  and  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  was  not  so  fully  realized  as  in  later  years.  But  as  time  went 
on,  and  complications  arose,  and  perplexities  grew,  and  burdens 
pressed  heavily  upon  heart  and  mind,  then  more  and  more  deep- 
ened the  consciousness,  nay,  rather  the  abiding  belief,  that  the  only 
sufficient  guide  and  helper  in  such  a  work  is  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God. 

We  could  not  walk  alone.    We  were  like  little  children  trying 
to  carry  a  burden  far  too  heavy  for  them,  until  a  strong  hand 
took  hold  of  it  and  bore  the  weight,  and  steadied  and  strengthened 
the  feet.    Disappointment  sometimes  made  us  perceive  that  too 
\  much  reliance  was  placed  by  us  on  means  and  methods  of  our  own, 

and  drove  us  to  follow  more  singly  and  steadfastly  the  leading  of 
the  Spirit,  not  in  a  vague,  dreamy,  unpractical  way,  but  by  doing  the 
duty  which  He  plainly  pointed  out  to  us,  trusting  to  Him  to  make 
that  duty  fit  in  with  all  other  duties  and  events  of  His  ordering. 

There  came  a  time  when  we  felt  that  the  petitions  of  many  hearts 
for  this  most  needful  bestowment  of  the  Spirit  must  go  up  at  stated 
intervals;  and  the  hour  of  praijcr,  between  5  and  6  o'clock  on  Sun- 
day evening,  was  set  apart  for  this  purpose. 

Then  a  regular  monthly  prayer-meeting  was  established  at  1334 
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Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  and  at  48  ]\IeCormick  Block, 
Chicago.  Societies  and  bauds  were  urged  to  recognize  in  all  their 
meetings  this  one  necessity  of  divine  help  in  their  efforts.  Many 
lips  which  had  never  before  uttered  an  audible  prayer  in  the  pres- 
ence of  another  person,  were  now  touched  as  with  a  live  coal  from 
God's  altar,  and  out  of  the  fullness  of  the  heart  besought  the 
guidance  and  benediction  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

What  did  all  these  signs  betoken,  if  not  a  growing  sense  of  the 
need  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  a  belief  that  we  could  not  live  and  work 
for  the  extension  of  our  Redeemer's  kingdom  in  the  world,  with- 
out that  greatest  of  all  gifts  ?  And  every  day,  and  week,  and 
year,  as  it  brings  its  addition  of  care,  and  labor,  and  responsibility 
to  those  of  us  who  are  giving  ourselves  much  to  this  work,  deepens 
the  realization  of  this. 

We  are  higher  up  in  this  whole  matter  than  we  were  eight  or 
nine  years  ago.  We  take  a  wider  outlook,  a  loftier  view  of  God's 
great  world,  and  see  more  of  the  unfolding  of  His  purposes  with 
regard  to  it,  and  of  the  certainty  of  the  future  triumphs  of  His 
grace  and  glory,  in  which  we  shall  share  if  we  are  faithful. 

Then  how  close  all  this  brings  us  to  the  blessed  Spirit  of  whom 
we  have  been  thinking  to-day !  By  the  very  depth  of  our  need, 
and  the  outcry  of  our  hearts  for  Him  as  soon  as  we  become  in  any 
degree  co-workers  with  Him,  are  we  brought  into  fellowship  with 
the  Father,  which  in  God's  own  time  will  mean  likeness  to  the 
Son  and  heirship  with  Him  of  all  that  the  glorious  Trinity  can 
give  to  a  creature  whom  He  has  first  created  and  then  redeemed. 

We  cannot  possibly  then  too  highly  estimate  the  need  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  this  work  of  ours.  He  vitalizes  our  otherwise  life- 
less efforts.  He  wings  the  written  or  spoken  word  with  power.  He 
calls  those  whom  He  would  have  to  labor  in  this  special  service,  and 
equips  them  for  their  duty.  He  upholds,  and  comforts,  and  directs 
them  until  their  work  is  done.  He  "  helputh  our  infirmities,"  and 
how  much  does  that  simple  word  mean  to  such  weak,  poor-sighted 
creatures  as  we  are,  in  our  attempts  to  serve  our  glorious  King ! 

Let  us  take  fast  hold  then  of  this  "  promise  of  the  Father." 
"  It  is  not  for"  us  "  to  know  the  times  or  the  seasons."  It  is  for 
us  to  receive  power  from  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  came  to  those  wait- 
ing apostles,  and  never  again  departed  from  those  who  in  faith  and 
patience  followed  them  as  they  followed  their  Lord  and  Master. 
The  promise  of  the  Father  and  the  spiritual  baptism  were  not  for 
them  alone,  but  for  us  too,  and  having  received  it,  we  are  to 
"  witness"  for  Christ  "  unto  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth."  Oh 
that  you  and  I  may  not  fail  to  realize  our  opportunity,  our  power, 
or  the  fellowship  to  which  this  necessity  of  our  spiritual  nature  in- 
vites and  urges  us ! 
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WHAT  ARE  THE  BEST  METHODS  FOR  ENLIST- 
ING CHRISTIAN  WOMEN  IN  PERSISTENT 
EFFORTS  FOR  THE  CONVERSION  OF  THE 
HEATHEN? 

Mks.  W.  a.  Niles,  Hornellsville,  N.  Y. 

The  first  great  essential  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  result 
is  true  and  earnest  self-consecration  on  the  part  of  those  who  are 
working  for  this  end.  Has  the  Spirit  said  to  us,  "  Go  ye  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,"  and  will  we 
listen  and  obey?  It  is  a  fearful  thought  that  the  greatest  obstacle 
to  the  conversion  of  the  world  is  the  lack  of  this  self-consecration 
on  the  part  of  Christians. 

And  what  does  this  self-consecration  mean  ?  It  means  time,  talent, 
Words  of  encouragement,  money,  efforts,  friends,  yea,  and  children 
also  if  need  be,  all  laid  upon  God's  altar  living  sacrifices  for  His 
honor  and  glory.  When  this  is  really  done,  we  shall  be  on  the 
watch  to  lead  others  to  feel  and  act  with  us,  and  one  of  the  sim- 
plest, surest,  and  most  effective  modes  of  operation  is  through  the 
children.  Are  we  mothers  ?  When  do  we  give  our  children  to 
Jesus  ?  After  they  have  grown  to  years  of  maturity  in  the  service 
of  self  and  sin,  or  before  they  even  see  the  light  of  day  ? 

He  who  has  said,  "  Feed  my  lambs,"  will  surely  hold  us  respon- 
sible, if  we  by  our  unbelief  and  hardness  of  heart  suffer  them  to 
fall  into  Satan's  hands,  in  the  beginning  of  their  little  lives,  and 
let  them  give  the  dew  of  their  youth  to  his  service,  instead  of  to 
the  service  of  King  Jesus.  And  how  do  we  train  our  children  ? 
As  if  they  were  their  own,  or  as  if  they  were  bought  with  a  price, 
even  with  the  precious  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  ?  Let  us  work  for 
our  children  to  make  them  valuable  in  the  service  of  the  King. 

God  gave  for  the  world  not  money,  but  His  only  begotten  and 
well  beloved  Son.  And  if  He  had  withheld  the  costly  sacrifice, 
where  would  be  the  hope  for  any  one  of  us ;  where  those  blessed 
mansions  toward  which  we  trust  we  are  hastening  ?  If  He  then 
withheld  not  His  own  Son,  the  holy,  the  spotless,  the  beautiful, 
the  Infinite  One,  let  us  give  most  cheerfully  the  best  we  have, 
finite,  spotted,  weak,  and  human,  and  let  us  rejoice  with  joy  un- 
speakable and  full  of  glory  if  they  are  made  acceptable  in  the 
Beloved,  and  workers  together  with  Him  in  the  redemption  of  the 
world  to  its  rightful  Lord. 

Ourselves  and  our  children  being  consecrated  to  Jesus  in  order 
that  the  heathen  may  be  given  to  Him  for  His  inheritance,  and 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  His  possession,. let  us  seek  to 
place  before  our  sisters  and  their  children  vivid  word  pictures  of 
the  vice,  misery,  and  degradation  of  those  parts  of  the  earth  where 
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our  blessed  Sun  of  Righteousness  has  not  yet  arisen  with  healing 

in  His  bonms.  For  instance,  let  us  provide  for  our  Board  a  pub- 
lication fund,  and  by  its  aid  let  us  send  broadcast  into  each  of  our 
sisters'  houses  a  pictui-e  like  this,  drawn  by  Miss  Kelsey,  M.D.,  a 
missionary  of  our  Board,  who  has  recently  entered  China.  She 
says :  "  Mrs.  Capp,  my  associate  missionary,  has  a  little  Chinese 
girl,  four  years  old,  whom  she  took  to  save  her  life.  I  am  thinking 
of  taking  one  for  the  same  reason.  There  is  one  near  by,  a  sickly 
little  thing,  three  years  old,  and  her  mother-in-law,  who  bought  her 
for  four  dollars,  wants  to  give  her  away,  and  if  she  cannot  will  let 
her  starve."  Such  a  striking  contrast  between  the  power  of  the 
religion  of  Jesus  and  heathenism  and  idolatry,  must  open  the  hearts 
of  our  loving  Christian  mothers,  and  lead  them  to  help  to  send  the 
life-giving  words  of  our  blessed  Master  to  the  perishing. 

A  missionary  social  is  also  a  very  good  means  of  spreading  in- 
formation and  awakening  interest  among  the  members  of  our  con- 
gregations. For  this  social  a  poem  may  be  written,  an  essay 
prepared,  an  article  containing  valuable  information  may  be  con- 
densed, and  all  these  interspersed  with  beautiful  selections  of 
appropriate  hymns  sung  by  trained  voices,  and  then  refreshments 
served,  and  a  period  of  free  social  intercourse  be  enjoyed  with 
great  pleasure  and  profit  to  all. 

But  this  social  gathering  must  by  no  means  take  the  place  of  the 
monthly  missionary  prayer  meeting,  which  must  be  maintained 
with  regularity,  if  anything  at  all  is  accomplished.  For  all  our 
power  lies  just  here  at  the  foot  of  the  cross.  Here  we  must  come 
for  our  inspiration,  for  we  are  dead  and  our  lives  are  hid  with 
Christ  in  God,  and  it  is  only  this  hidden  life  which  manifests 
itself  in  this  way  to  save  a  world. 

John  says,  "  And  this  is  the  victory  which  overcometh  the 
world,  even  your  faith."  Then  let  us  with  faith  and  prayer  bring 
to  the  Lord  our  sisters  who  are  not  interested  in  the  work  of  mis- 
sions, and  let  us  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  He  will  raise  up 
from  among  them  laborers  for  His  harvest.  Let  us  also  teach  our 
children  to  pray  for  the  same  end. 

It  was  a  significant  fact  that  in  the  breaking  up  of  Hell  Gate  in 
New  York  harbor,  the  finger  of  a  little  child  touching  the  knob 
which  communicated  the  electric  spark  to  the  powder,  was  the  act 
that  removed  the  mighty  obstacles  which  had  so  long  obstructed 
the  way  of  approach  to  the  great  city. 

It  is  written  that  in  the  latter  day  glory  "  a  little  child  shall 
lead  them,"  and  it  is  true  that  a  missionary  prayer  meeting  held 
once  a  month  with  the  children  will  be  very  helpful  in  interesting 
parents  and  older  friends  in  the  same  direction.  Little  children 
from  five  to  twelve  years  old  will  be  greatly  interested  in  such  a 
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meeting,  and  will  lead  in  prayer  with  the  simple  faith  and  simple 
language  of  a  little  child,  which  is  well  pleasing  to  Hiui  who  has 
said,  "  Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them 
not ;  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God." 

Supply  these  children  also  with  the  mite-chests  provided  by  our 
Board  for  this  purpose,  and  let  them  lay  aside  in  them  the  money 
earned  through  the  month,  with  their  own  hands,  and  then  let 
them  pray  at  the  prayer  meeting  for  the  object  for  which  they  arc 
working,  and  for  God's  blessing  on  them  as  they  work,  and  they 
will  go  home  from  that  prayer  meeting  to  interest  parents  and 
friends  more  than  many  hours  of  labored  and  studied  argument  on 
the  part  of  an  adult  with  those  same  friends  could  possibly  do. 

All  these  efibrts  require  time,  and  labor,  and  skill,  but  if  we 
seek  "  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness"  all  other 
things  shall  be  added.  The  words  of  Jesus  are,  "  Yea  and  amen" 
to  those  that  put  their  trust  in  Him,  and  if  we  undertake  this 
work  in  faith  and  love,  our  efforts  will  be  crowned  with  success, 
and  we  shall  sing  perpetually,  Jehovah-jireh,  "the  Lord  will  pro- 
vide," and  to  Him  be  praise  and  thanksgiving  now  and  forever. 
Amen. 

LOYALTY  TO   THE  BOARD   OF  FOREIGN 
MISSIONS. 

Miss  Kate  B.  Gaul,  Hudson,  N.  Y. 

In  considering  the  subject  assigned  me,  Loyalty  to  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  of  our  Church,  I  am  impressed  with  the  magni- 
tude and  grandeur  of  the  interests  represented  by  that  Board.  It 
is  the  channel  through  which  courses  the  current  of  the  sympa- 
thetic and  generous  efforts  of  our  Presbyterian  denomination,  for 
subjecting  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  to  Him  whose  right  it  is  to 
reign.  Gladly  do  we  give  to  it  our  support  as  well  as  our  loyalty. 
For  what  is  loyalty  but  fealty  to  that  which  we  are  both  willing  and 
proud  to  acknowledge  a  superior  power ! 

From  a  little  child  our  Board  has  developed  into  a  strong  man. 
That  we  may  somewhat  comprehend  whence  came  the  infancy  and 
then  the  manhood,  let  us  take  a  brief  retrospective  view  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  foreign  mission  work  in  our  own  Church, 
with  which  the  Board  is  identified. 

The  idea  of  missions  has  ever  been  a  prominent  one,  in  our  Pres- 
byterian denomination,  and  was  emphasized  by  the  first  Presbyterian 
ministers,  who  came  to  this  country  as  early  as  tlie  latter  part  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  and  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth.  Here 
and  there  the  pages  of  church  history  are  illumined  by  the  light 
cast  upon  them  by  the  Christlike  endeavors  of  those  who  faithfully 
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sought  to  carry  the  gospel  to  those  in  the  regions  beyond.  How- 
ever, in  this  largo  asseuibhigc  I  doubt  if  there  are  many  to  whom 
the  name  of  Dr.  Elisha  Swift,  who  may  be  regarded  as  the  founder 
of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  is  familiar. 

It  was  in  the  autumn  of  18.31,  at"  a  meeting  of  the  Synod  of 
Pittsburgh,  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  that  a  bill  upon  the  suljjcct  of  the 
I'ormation  of  a  Foreign  Missionary  Society  was  presented  and  com- 
mitted to  Messrs.  E.  P.  Smith,  Luther  Halsjcy,  and  others,  to  re- 
port upon  as  soon  as  possible.  Then  followed  the  establishment  of 
the  Western  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  United  States. 
Our  own  knowledge  of  the  toils  of  organization,  with  the  experience 
and  equipments  of  years  at  command,  will  a  little,  though  most  in- 
adequately, enable  us  to  comprehend  what  was  involved  in  this 
novel  and  great  undertaking.  Contributions  came  to  the  young 
society  from  north,  south,  east,  and  west.  We  are  happy  in  reading 
an  account  of  the  beginning  of  this  foreign  missionai-y  enterprise, 
to  learn  that  the  young  women  of  the  Church  were  among  its 
earliest  friends,  and  from  them,  among  other  gifts,  are  chronicled 
"  a  pair  of  golden  earrings,  a  gold  ring,  and  a  breastpin." 

John  B.  Pinney  went  to  Afi-ica,  the  first  missionary  appointed 
and  sent  out  by  the  Western  Foreign  Missionary  Society.  After 
eighteen  months,  the  Society  rendered  its  first  report,  in  INIay,  1833. 
The  collections  amounted  to  $3534  65  L  Three  mission  fields  had 
been  selected — one  in  Western  Africa,  one  in  India,  and  a  third 
among  the  North  American  Indians,  west  of  the  Mississippi.  Six 
missionaries  and  their  wives  constituted  the  sole  force  of  those 
early  days. 

Judiciously,  steadily,  and  quietly,  laying  deep,  broad,  and  endu- 
ring foundations,  the  Western  Foreign  Missionary  Society  contin- 
ued its  work,  for  about  six  years.  In  June,  1837,  a  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  was  organized  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  to  this  Board  the  Synodical  Society  sub- 
sequently transferred  all  its  missions  and  its  funds.  For  more  than 
forty  years,  therefore,  has  foreign  mission  work  been  zealously 
prosecuted  under  the  auspices  of  this  Board,  and  so  signally  has 
Crod  blessed  its  efi"orts,  that  to-day,  with  glad  and  thankful  hearts, 
we  can  rejoice  over  twenty-four  missions,  more  than  two  hundred 
stations,  with  a  corps  of  nearly  one  thousand  laborers. 

These  statistics,  wonderlul  and  impressive  as  they  are,  barely 
furnish  a  feeble  outline  of  what  is  embraced  in  them  or  signified  by 
them.  Our  Board,  as  represented  by  its  members  and  ofBcers,  is 
the  human  power,  behind  the  throne,  upon  which  tremeudou^i  re- 
sponsibilities are  rested.  To  these  men  we  owe  our  allegiance. 
Loyalty  therefore  to  the  Board  will  primarily  insure  our  hearty  and 
harmonious  co-operation. 
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We  are  here  to-day  as  the  representatives  of  very  many  different 
societies  and  their  auxiliaries.  To  them  we  are  deeply  attached, 
but  strong,  vigorous,  and  old  as  they  may  become,  they  must  ever 
remain  as  minors  and  under  the  control  of  the  Parent  Board.  It 
needs  no  argument  to  prove  that  all  measures  undertaken  by  any 
Woman's  Society,  should  first  be  submitted  for  its  approval  and 
sanction  to  the  Board  of  the  Church. 

A  campaign,  conducted  without  regard  to  the  general  in  charge, 
each  subordinate  officer  acting  upon  his  own  responsibility,  the  rank 
and  file  demoralized,  would  result  inevitably  in  confusion,  disaster, 
and  defeat.  It  is  no  new  thought  to  you,  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  fiscal  year  the  Board  includes  in  its  estimates  for  the 
work  of  the  year  the  suppositive  amounts  it  will  receive  from  faith- 
ful women  "  who  labor  with  them  in  the  gospel."  As  missions  and 
stations,  with  the  nine  hundred  laborers  who  are  supported  wholly 
by  the  Board,  pass  before  it  for  examination  as  to  their  needs  and 
requirements,  it  must  apportion  to  them  such  sums  as  from  its  own 
knowledge  it  deems  essential  for  their  sustenance.  Our  Board, 
like  a  person  upon  a  mountain  summit,  views  the  whole  landscape, 
sees  patches  of  verdure  here,  and  of  desolation  there,  and  can  judge 
accurately  what  tillage  must  be  given  to  each  and  all. 

We,  down  in  the  valley,  have  a  narroiver  range  of  vision.  A 
particular  field  very  strongly  appeals  to  one  society.  Some  mission 
presses  its  claim  upon  another ;  and  again,  a  favorite  missionary  en- 
lists our  hearts  and  cxqites  our  pity  on  behalf  of  the  benighted  ones 
to  whom  he  ministers  out  of  his  own  scanty  stores.  For  all  these 
and  other  obje.ts  perchance,  ai'e  our  energies  exerted,  and  with  our 
benefactions  we  send  to  the  Board  the  request,  if  we  do  not  pre- 
cisely make  the  demand,  that  they  shall  be  the  recipient  of  our 
gifts.  It  may  be  that  these  very  amounts,  already  anticipated, 
have  been  judged  essential  elsewhere,  and  so  appropriated.  Can 
you  not  readily  appreciate  how  such  a  course  of  action,  on  our  part, 
must  cause  undue  friction  and  sadly  interfere  with  the  harmonious 
operation  of  the  entii'e  missionary  machinery? 

Loyalty  to  the  Board  will  consequently  develop  a  spirit  of  self- 
abnegation  and  humility.  ,  The  chief  inquiry  will  be,  not  what  will 
please  us  the  most,  but  what  will  best  advance  the  positive  interests 
of  the  cause  we  love  1 

We  touch  here  the  border-land  of  that  question  so  full  of  the 
elements  of  discord  and  trouble — the  desire  of  all  to  have  some  one 
definite  object  for  which  to  labor  and  to  which  to  devote  all  accruing 
funds.  I  grant  that  this  theory  has  strong  reasons  for  its  mainte- 
nance, but  there  is  much  of  selfishness  in  its  underlying  principle. 
Acting  upon  it,  our  thoughts  naturally  concentrate  themselves  upon 
the  corner  of  the  world  we  are  seeking  to  benefit.    We  identify 
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ourselves  with  it,  call  it  our  work,  and  regard  ourselves  as  insepa- 
rably connected  therewith,  All  this  maybe  right  enough  in  itself, 
but  if  it  dwarfs  our  sympathies  with  all  missions,  except  tliat  one 
of  our  own  selection  and  predilection,  and  leads  us  to  sacrifice  the 
greater  to  the  lesser  good,  it  must  be  wrong.  True  to  the  Board 
which  we  implicitly  trust,  individual  preferences  will  be  abandoned, 
unless  they  may  be  wrought  into  the  pattern  and  constitute  the 
very  warp  and  woof  of  the  web  in  the  mis.sionary  loom  of  our  Board. 

Realizing  and  believing  that  loyalty  as  connected  with  the  socie- 
ties, auxiliaries,  and  individuals,  if  it  moans  arything  at  all.  means 
infinitely  more  than  a  mere  nominal  union  wita  the  Board  of  For- 
eign Missions  of  the  Church,  we  will  rest  this  loyalty  upon  the 
strong  pillars  of  co-operation  and  self-abnegation,  and  make  the 
keystone  of  our  arch,  fidelity  to  its  interests.  This  faithfulness, 
may  we  to-day  declare,  we  will  manifest  in  thought,  in  word,  and 
in  deed. 

In  thought,  taking  the  shape  of  prayers.  Can  you  imagine  men 
who  more  need  the  supplications  of  God's  people  on  their  behalf, 
than  the  men  who  compose  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Church  ?  Paradoxical  though  it  is,  for  in  their  ofiicial  foreign 
mission  capacity  they  are  simply  the  representatives  of  the  entire 
Church,  whether  the  treasury  be  i'uU  (a  rare  event)  or  depleted,  the 
Church  of  Christ  looks  to  them  for  an  almost  superhuman  manage- 
ment of  affairs. 

•  The  missionaries,  themselves,  depend  upon  them  for  guidance, 
encouragement,  and  support.  Upon  their  ears  fall  first  the  longing, 
beseechiug  cries  of  laborers  in  distant  lands,  who  see  ground  to  be 
possessed,  without  the  ability  to  enter  it.  They  catch  the  earliest 
sound  of  the  lamentations  of  those  who  sit  in  the  regions  and 
shadow  of  death.  They  must  bear  the  full  force  of  the  waves, 
which  spend  themselves  before  they  reach  our  shores.  Responsi- 
bilities, heavy  and  grievous  to  be  borne,  which  cannot  be  shifted, 
are  laid  upon  them.  Shall  we  not  importunately  beg  our  Heavenly 
Father  to  grant  them  strength  and  patience  to  endure? 

In  word,  we  can  recommend  our  Board,  by  holding  it  up  to  our 
constituents,  as  most  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  its  adherents.  We 
can  stimulate  their  zeal  by  showing  what  the  Board  has  accom- 
plished through  its  various  instrumentalities  during  these  forty 
years  and  more. 

We  can  point  to  this  and  that  portion  of  our  Master's  heritage 
redeemed,  and  tell  them  that  the  world  is  now  open  for  conquest  if 
God's  people  will  but  provide  the  munitions  for  carrying  forward 
this  spiritual  warfare.  We  can  avail  ourselves  of  every  opportunity, 
"  in  season  and  out  of  season,"  to  remind  those  with  whom  we 
come  in  contact,  of  the  claims  of  the  Board,  so  urgent  and  so  im- 
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perative,  whicli  miist  be  met  by  those  who  have  felt  the  Saviour's 
love  in  their  owa  hearts,  and  who  must  be  deaf  indeed  if  they  have 
not  heard  the  Master's  voice  bidding  them  preach  the  "  gospel  to 
every  creature  " 

In  deed  we  can  and  must  share  their  responsibilities  with  them, 
recognizing  the  fact,  that  their  work  is  our  work.  "  Fulfilling  the 
law  of  Christ,"  we  can  bear  their  burdens  with  them.  One  of  these 
burdens,  perhaps  more  ponderous  than  any  other,  is  the  lack  of 
money.  It  should  not  be,  but  alas,  even  in  holy  things,  this  great 
need  obtrudes  itself.  We  can  and  we  must,  through  self-sacrifice, 
if  it  is  required,  bring  more  gifts  into  the  treasury.  What  an 
honor  bestowed  upon  us,  that  we  are  permitted  to  give  to  the  Lord, 
and  shall  we  give  of  that  alone  which  costs  us  nothing  ?  I  know 
of  no  greediness  of  gain  which  the  Master  will  pardon,  save  that 
which  we  may  manifest  in  strenuously  seeking  "  to  bring  all  the 
tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be  meat  in  mine  house." 

If  we  do  this,  God's  word  for  it  (and  that  is  all  we  want),  Je- 
hovah "  will  pour  us  out  a  blessing  that  there  shall  not  be  room 
enough  to  receive  it." 

Before  we  leave  this  most  practical  of  subjects,  which  has  for  a 
little  season  occupied  our  attention,  there  is  one  idea  I  would  strive 
to  bring  home  to  my  own  mind  and  to  yours.  If  we  would  labor 
successfully  and  accomplish  the  most  by  our  eiforts,  we  mnst  work 
through  the  Board  of  the  Church.  Back  of  the  Board,  however, 
if  we  would  be  steadfast  and  unswerving  in  our  allegiance,  and 
nsake  our  loyalty  tell  upon  our  day  and  generation,  we  must,  like 
the  disciples  of  old,  lose  sight  of  all  else,  see  "  Jesus  only,"  and 
out  of  love  to  Him,  give  to  His  blessed  cause  the  full  consecration 
of  our  lives. 

MISSIONAR  Y  LI TERA  TTTRE. 

Mrs.  Allen  Butler,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

The  sources  of  information  upon  any  given  question  are  sought 
after,  just  in  proportion  to  the  interest  felt  in  the  subject.  And  as 
the  people  become  informed,  the  interest  is  advanced.  The  asser- 
tion of  Neal  Dow  that  the  State  of  Maine  was  sown  knee  deep  with 
temperance  literature  before  the  Prohibitory  Liquor  Law  was  se- 
cured, is  often  quoted.  And  we  know  that  State  became  so  fully 
informed  of  the  evils  of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  drinks,  that 
once  having  adopted  the  Prohibitory  Law,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
either  political  party  to  repeal  it.  What  is  ti-ue  upon  that  question 
is  equally  true  upon  all  moral  subjects. 

If  there  were  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  every  church  in 
the  land,  and  an  average  of  one  magazine  or  paper  to  every  fi.ve 
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members  were  taken  and  carefully  read,  there  is  no  doubt  tlint  tbe 
receipts  of  the  Boards  would  be  doubled,  even  trebled,  if  not  quad- 
rupled in  two  years.  The  reports  from  the  different  denominational 
societies  show  the  fact,  that  the  average  is  not  more  than  four,  and 
in  some  of  the  organized  States  not  more  than  three  copies  of  any 
missionary  magazine  to  each  auxiliary  society.  There  must  be 
many  churches  where  not  more  than  one,  if  any,  are  taken.  Of 
course  they  can  know  but  very  little  of  the  wonderful  progress  of 
the  work  in  the  past  five  years,  and  especially  in  the  last  year. 
While  the  hearts  of  those  who  read  the  thrilling  reports  of  each 
montli  are  full  of  praise,  their  faith  greatly  strengthened  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  speedy  overthrow  of  the  empire  of  Satan,  and  the 
ushering  in  of  the  latter  day  glory,  those  others  remain  all  uncon- 
scious of  the  prospect,  and  are  plodding  on  with  no  inspiration  to 
pray,  "  Thy  kingdom  come,"  and  no  knowledge  of  what  the  Lord 
is  doing  in  answer  to  prayer  for  the  women  of  the  church  at  home, 
and  through  them  for  the  women  in  the  dark  portions  of  the  earth. 

The  tidings  from  Mexico  that  still  vibrate  upon  our  ears  and  fill 
our  hearts  with  joy  and  hope  for  that  distracted  country,  have  not 
come  to  their  ears  as  yet.  Nor  the  story  of  the  midnight  prayer- 
meeting  in  India,  and  the  way  the  Lord  answered  the  prayers  and 
led  so  many  thousands  in  that  land  to  turn  away  from  a  religion  of 
cruelty  to  accept  a  form,  the  power  of  which  appeared  in  the  kind- 
ness of  its  votaries  in  a  long  trial  of  famine  and  suffering.  Nor  do 
they  know  of  the  wonderful  revolution  going  on  in  Siaui,  and  among 
the  Lacs;  on  the  very  ground  where  so  short  time  ago  persecution 
in  most  dreadful  form  prevailed,  now  full  religious  liberty  is  pro- 
claimed, and  even  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  secured.  Nor  of 
the  moral  revolution  going  on  in  China,  and  the  dispersion  of  that 
people  to  all  parts  of  the  world  who  so  lately  were  almost  hermeti- 
cally sealed  in  their  own  land. 

Time  would  fail  to  note  more  than  a  tithe  of  the  remarkable  signs 
of  the  times  that  thrill  every  Christian  heart  that  has  prayed, 
watched,  and  waited  for  these,  and  still  expects  more  rapid  and 
glorious  developments  of  the  power  of  the  Cross  to  draw  all  men 
unto  it.  The  great  question  is.  IIow  shall  these  glad  tidings  of 
great  joy  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  mass  of  Christian 
women  who  now  are  unconsciously  but  willingly  ignorant  of  them  ? 
Business  men  throw  broadcast  beautiful  cards  and  leaflets  made  so 
attractive  with  gold  and  silver  and  rainbow  tints,  that  one  cannot 
easily  throw  them  into  the  waste-basket.  Encircled  by  all  this 
beauty  is  the  item  of  information  which  they  would  bring  to  our 
knowledge,  by  this  means  preserved. 

Many  attractive  leaflets  are  sent  out  by  our  Ladies'  Boards, 
but  as  they  have  itot  the  means  to  sow  them  broadcast  few  compa- 
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ratively  ever  see  them.  Perhaps  a  mention  of  these  leaflets  in  the 
papers  and  magazines,  would  bring  the  fact  of  their  existence  to 
the  knowledge  of  some.  By  what  means  shall  the  masses  be 
aroused  to  desire  this  knowledge?  Something  is  being  done 
through  Presbyterial  Societies,  the  meetings  of  which  are  made 
occasions  for  communicating  thrilling  items  of  intelligence.  By 
this  means  a  desire  to  know  more  is  awakened,  and  the  list  of  sub- 
scribers to  magazines  enlarged.  A  great  many  feel  they  cannot 
aiford  to  take  a  magazine  and  contribute  to  the  funds  of  a  society 
too.  Perhaps  something  less  expensive  might  be  more  generally 
favored.  Unfortunately  the  women  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
are  a  divided  company,  and  no  one  organ  is  accepted  by  all,  and 
some  have  no  medium  of  communicatiou  with  their  own  auxiliaries. 

Possibly  a  monthly  leaflet,  containing  the  latest  intelligence  from 
the  country,  forming  the  subject  for  consideration  for  the  monthly 
concert,  with  some  items  recently  received  from  abroad,  would  meet 
a  general  demand ;  a  committee  of  one  from  each  of  the  Woman's 
Boards  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  being  appointed  to  prepare  it, 
to  be  published  by  the  Pi-esbyterian  Board,  and  duly  advertised  in 
the  Presbyterian  magazimes  and  p  ;pers.  Such  a  leaflet,  well  read, 
would  surely  beget  a  hungering  for  more  intelligence  from  the  dif- 
ferent mission  fields,  and  in  a  little  time  the  price  of  the  magazines 
would  not  seem  so  great.  In  a  small  society,  a  circulating  librai'y 
of  magazines  from  the  difi"erent  Woman's  Boards,  if  not  nnjre  than 
one  copy  of  each  were  taken  and  kept  moving  in  regular  order 
through  the  society,  would  prove  a  profitable  investment.  Letters 
from  the  missionaries  move  the  hearts  as  no  printed  matter  can ; 
and  if  in  each  Presbyterial  Society  an  arrangement  were  made 
whereby  the  Corresponding  Secretary  could  be  supplied  with  copies 
of  letters,  to  be  circulated  among  the  societies,  all  might  have  fresh 
information  from  the  foreign  fields  or  the  borders  of  our  own  land 
for  each  monthly  meeting.  And  the  announcement  from  the  pul- 
pit on  the  Sabbath  previous  that  such  letters  were  received  and 
would  be  read,  would  draw  some  who  would  otherwise  stay  away. 

Instructing  and  enlisting  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  children 
is  a  very  important  and  essential  element  in  all  Christian  work,  in 
none  more  so  than  in  this.  But  where  the  mothers  do  not  read  for 
themselves,  their  children  cannot  be  taught  at  home.  And  not  all  of 
our  Sabbath-school  teachers  are  particularly  interested  in  missionary 
work.  I  know  of  one  delightful  community  where  the  women,  and 
children  too,  are  enthusiastically  engaged  in  this  work,  and  it  would 
be  a  most  beneficial  thing  if  a  company  of  those  bright  and  intelli- 
gent children  could  be  inti-oduced  into  many  of  our  churches,  and 
let  them  tell  the  people  in  the  simple  question  and  answer  exercise, 
that  is  prepared  for  them,  the  latest  news  from  the  fields.    As  this 
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cannot  be  done,  if  some  one  could  be  appointed  in  each  church  to 
prepare  such  an  exercise,  taking  the  special  points  of  information 
given  in  the  Foreign  Missionary  or  other  magazines  for  the  month, 
and  let  a  company  of  children  who  have  been  trained  go  through 
the  exercise  at  some  meeting,  many  would  receive  the  intelligence 
that  would  not  otherwise  come  to  their  knowledge,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  children's  minds  would  be  stored  with  most  important 
truths,  that  would  result  in  many  instances  in  lives  consecrated  to 
the  missionary  work.  Information  being  absolutely  essential  to  se- 
cure interest,  without  which  but  little  true  prayer  can  be  oiFered. 
Any  and  all  ways  that  can  be  devised  to  increase  intelligence,  should 
be  brought  into  use,  because  time  Uioves  on  swiftly,  and  they  that 
would  win  souls  must  be  wise. 


THE  CHINESE  IN  OUB  LAND. 
Mrs.  p.  D.  Browne,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

As  President  of  the  Occidental  Branch,  I  have  been  asked  to 
briefly  open  the  discussion  upon  the  Chinese  in  America,  and  our 
duty  to  them.  As  your  work  aud  mine  lies  among  the  women,  it  is 
of  them  I  will  principally  speak.  Nearly  all  of  the  women  brought 
from  China  to  America  are.  or  have  been  at  some  time,  living  dis- 
graceful lives.  There  are  of  course  many  exceptions,  but  the  mass 
are,  whether  willingly  or  unwillingly,  of  the  class  from  which  one  at 
first  shrinks  back  with  horror.  Many  have  been  forced  into  this  life 
during  times  of  famine.  When  poverty  comes  to  the  people  of  China 
from  any  cause,  they  dispose  of  their  children,  oftener  the  girls 
rather  than  boys.  These  children  are  sometimes  used  in  early  life  as 
servants.  Later  they  are  sold  to  be  brought  to  this  country  for  vile 
purposes.  We  are  told  by  one  of  our  returned  missionaries,  that 
the  coasts  of  China  swarm  with  pirates  who  carry  off  men  and 
women,  as  well  as  gold  and  silver,  aud  if  the  women  are  nut  re- 
deemed, they  are  sold  into  this  terrible  slavery.  Also  in  times  of 
war  the  women  are  taken  captives  and  sold  into  this  life  of  sin  and 
shame.  Hence  we  see  that  the  women  among  whom  we  toil,  though 
they  often  come  to  us  from  homes  of  sin,  turn  with  horror  from 
their  old  life.  They  have  been  forced  into  it,  and  there  is  the  keeper 
ready  to  follow  them  into  our  Home,  which  has  been  termed  a  '•  city 
of  refuge."  Once  within  these  walls  they  are  safe,  aud  therefore 
the  first  time  in  their  lives  they  hear  the  name  of  Yawo — Jesus. 

There  are  at  this  time  in  California  about  three  thousand  women, 
and  in  San  Francisco  alone  fifteen  hundred  children.  Before  pro- 
ceeding to  tell  of  our  work,  I  will  write  but  a  few  words  regarding 
the  men  who  are  here  in  such  large  numbers,  and  are  begiiiniug  to  go 
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East.  They  are  men  of  keen  minds,  and  often  quite  startle  us  with 
the  questions  they  ask  regarding  certain  points  in  the  Bible,  and  here 
I  would  say,  that  I  have  realized,  as  never  before,  the  necessity  of 
having  missionaries  who  have  been  well  grounded  from  childhood, 
sent  out  as  teachers  to  those  who,  renouncing  their  own  belief,  are 
not  willing  to  accept  the  mere  statements  of  others,  they  must 
know  why  we  believe  what  we  teach.  And  those  who  come  from 
Christian  households  are  those  who,  having  compared  Scripture 
with  Scripture  all  their  lives,  are  "rooted  and  grounded  in  the 
faith."  The  fact  that  the  Chinese  move  slowly  and  are  conserva- 
tive, is  perhaps  better  in  the  end  for  the  cause  of  Christ  if  we  are 
but  prayerful,  for  if  they  once  change,  they  know  why  they  change 
from  the  doctrines  of  Confucius  to  those  of  Christ. 

They  are  an  exceedingly  appreciative  and  grateful  people,  always 
endeavoring  in  some  way  to  repay  the  kindness  shown  them.  They 
are  unwilling  to  have  their  wives  appear  in  the  street,  as  it  is  so 
contrary  ,to  the  teachings  of  centuries  in  their  own  land.  We  fre- 
quently find  the  women  locked  in  the  rooms  ;  and  those  who  have 
not  been  in  any  way  influenced  by  the  gospel,  Jievcr  allow  their 
wives  to  appear  except  in  a  close  carriage. 

Our  American  ladies  would  be  deeply  interested  in  reading  the 
life  and  teachings  of  Confucius,  the  Philosopher  of  China,  who 
though  he  lived  five  hundred  years  before  Christ,  taught  all  we 
could  ask  except  the  one  thing  that  will  save,  Christ  and  Him 
crucified.  I  have  sometimes  wondered  if  we  realized  that  these 
heathen  nations  are  just  what  we  will  become  if  we  cease  to  teach 
the  atonement  of  Christ.  I  never  appreciated  the  Bible  as  I  have 
done  since  I  have  met  the  Chinese,  Let  us  teach  it  more  faithfully 
to  our  children.  What  it  has  done  for  us  it  will  yet  do  for  the 
Chinese  if  we  do  not  drive  them  from  our  Christian  laud. 

The  Woman's  Mission  Home  connected  witil  our  Board,  is  a 
bright  cheerful  spot  rendered  doubly  homelike  by  the  missionaries' 
kind,  loving  care.  Each  girl  has  a  history.  Little  Chin  Fa  came 
covered  with  bruises,  and  says  in  the  sweetest  English,  "  Suffer 
little  children  to  come  unto  me."  Little  Chin  Moi  was  shut  up  for 
days  in  a  hen-coop,  and  her  large  dark  eyes  are  sightless.  We 
hesitated  about  taking  her  as  she  was  blind,  but  she  is  the  pet  of 
the  household.  Her  English  is  perfect  as  she  sings :  "  The  Sweet- 
est Name,"  "Jesus  Knocking  at  the  Door,"  "I  am  so  Glad  that 
my  Father  in  Heaven,"  Jesus  More  than  Life  to  Me,"  &c.,  &c. 
One  feels  that  these  little  ones  may  yet  be  a  blessing  to  their 
countrywomen.  Two  girls  came  to  us  from  Placerville,  secreted  in 
the  bottom  of  a  wagon.  One  of  them  was  married  last  week  to  a 
Christian  Chinaman,  and  went  to  a  home  of  her  own.  Thus 
throughout  our  city  are  found  homes  where  moruing  and  night  the 
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voice  of  prayer  is  heard,  homes  where  the  little  ones  are  given  to 
God  in  baptism  in  our  Chinese  Church,  homes  where  week  after 
week  our  missionary  holds  meetiugs  of  prayer,  while  the  women 
occupying  the  same  flat  come  to  listen. 

You  will  ask  if  the  work  is  hopeful,  and  I  reply,  it  is.  Had 
we  seen  no  results  as  yet,  we  would  still  believe  that  it  was  hope- 
ful, but  as  one  and  another  asks,  "  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ?," 
we  feel  that  our  labors  are  not  in  vain.  Ah  Tsun  has  during  the 
past  month  openly  confessed  Christ,  and  is  henceforth  to  be  our 
interpreter.  But  our  work  is  not  confined  to  the  Home.  A  school 
of  sixteen  children  in  the  basement  of  a  Chinaman,  the  husband  of 
four  wives,  is  a  joy  to  us,  because  there  the  little  ones  learn  of 
Christ;  and  I  sometimes  think  how  wonderful  the  poit'cr  of  the 
gospel  in  the  hearts  of  Christians  when  Americans  can  be  glad  to 
enter  the  basement  of  a  Chinaman  in  San  Francisco,  for  I  need 
hardly  add  they  are  not  veri/  inviting ! ! 

This  work  is  full  of  promise.  The  little  ones  who  nind  months 
ago  did  not  read  one  word  of  English,  are  beginning  to  read  in  the 
Bible.  So  the  good  seed  is  being  sown.  The  homes  are  visited 
weekly  as  far  as  possible.  There  are  hundreds  of  women  not  visited, 
but  large  numbers  have  during  this  year  been  brought  under  the 
sound  of  the  gospel.  A  lew  little-footed  women  have  been  visited, 
and  it  is  sad  indeed  to  see  them  attempt  to  move  about  the  room. 
I  was  asked  to  tell  you  of  the  Chinese  in  America.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  do  so  briefly.  Then  I  was  asked  to  speak  of  our  duty 
to  them.  It  is  simply  this.  Our  duty  is  to  point  these  poor, 
hopeless  ones  to  the  divine  Redeemer,  through  whom  such  blessings 
have  come  to  us  and  ours.  As  you  look  from  time  to  time  upon 
your  happy  homes  and  the  loved  ones  there,  remember  that  He 
who  guides  the  spun-oio  even  has  brought  to  our  shore  tens  of  thou- 
sands from  China 40  go  back  to  tell  of  Him,  to  tell  what  they  have 
learned  in  Christian  America.  You  may  not  be  here  to  teach 
them,  but  you  can  pray  that  those  who  legislate  may  do  so  wisely 
and  well.  You  can  pray  that  we  that  are  in  the  midst  of  the  con- 
flict may  never  swerve  from  the  path  in  which  our  Saviour  would 
walk,  and  that  following  in  His  footsteps  we  may  lead  these  dark- 
ened souls  to  Christ.  They  learn  quickly,  but  with  their  untutored 
minds,  are  like  children.  But  as  every  nation  is  blessed  in  propor- 
tion as  the  women  are  pure  and  good,  I  beg  you  to-day  in  your 
meeting  pray  for  the  heathen  women  of  California.  Let  us  as 
Christian  women  more  and  more, 

"Do  noble  things,  not  dream  them  all  day  long, 
And  so  make  life,  death,  and  that  last  forever 
One  grand,  sweet  song." 
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rOEM. 

Mrs.  Herrick  Johnson,  Auburn.  N.  Y. 
I. 

Greek  ^Eschylus,  tlie  silver-tongued, 

Has  told  in  classic  story, 
How  spread  the  news  of  llion's  fall, 

When  Greece  despoiled  her  glory. 

Ten  fateful  years  the  strife  prolonged, 
The  gods  with  men  contending. 

Till  fell  proud  Priam's  throne  at  last. 
The  bloody  contest  ending. 

From  Troy  to  Argos,  on  the  heights 
Through  many  a  night  and  dreary. 

The  watchman  waited  his  release 
From  vigil  long  and  weary. 

Then  tells  the  strong  voiced  poet,  how 

The  victory  repeating, 
The  signal  blazed  against  the  sk)-, 

As  hill  to  hill  sent  greeting. 

By  Vulcan  first  the  fire  was  lit 

From  Ida  brightly  beaming, 
Whence  stretched  the  line  of  kin<lred  fires 

Far  o'er  the  sea  '•  gold-gleaming.  ' 

From  Ida  to  the  Hermaean  isle. 
Then  on,  from  Athos  leaping, 

It  kindled  in  .Macistus'  towers. 
And  woke  Cithajron  sleeping. 

Across  the  lake  and  up  the  mount 

Beyond  Saronis  glaring. 
From  isle  to  isle,  from  cliff  to  tower. 

The  word  of  triumph  bearing. 

So  blazed  the  fires  from  height  to  height, 

Around  the  blue  ^Egean, 
Till  far  in  distant  Argos  rose 

The  shout  of  Victory's  pa;an. 

II. 

The  wide  world  stood  a  greater  Troy, 

All  heavenly  hosts  defying. 
While  angels  watched  from  every  height. 

Sure  victory  descry  ing. 
For  far  away  in  ages  past. 

The  centuries  o'er  shining. 
Fell  heavenly  fire  from  lips  supreme. 

The  curse  with  blessing  twining. 
Thence  from  that  burning  word  of  truth 

The  victory  beginning 
Through  all  the  grand  old  Hebrew  verse. 

Shines  fiery  sign  of  winning. 
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Each  watcher  on  the  holy  heights, 

The  heavenly  flame  beholding 
From  mount  to  mount,  the  torch  flings  out 

In  turn  the  sign  unfolding. 

From  Eden  lost  to  Ararat, 

From  Abram's  land  Chaldean, 
From  Egypt,  Sinai,  Jordan's  ford, 

And  every  hill  Judean. 

O'er  Bethlehem's  plain  a  blazing  star 

Proclaims  the  triumph  growing, 
And  lowly  Nazareth  replies. 

While  Tabor's  mount  is  glowing. 

From  Tabor's  steep  to  Olivet,.. 

And,  oh,  what  wondrous  vision  ! 
On  Calvarj^'s  height  a  flaming  cross 

Repeats  the  sacred  mission. 

Then  grew  the  voice  of  Victory  bold ; 

Then,  by  that  sign,  she  conquered  ! 
Thence  through  all  lands  of  all  the  world 

Her  fiery  feet  flew  onward. 

Where  once  the  Grecian  signals  blazed, 

And  where  reigned  Grecian  glory, 
To  Athens,  Corinth,  Pagan  Rome 

She  told  the  happy  story. 

By  Britain's  isles,  by  German  seas. 

Across  broad  oceans  swelling, 
She  flamed  through  old  idolatries 

With  conquest  all-compelling. 

Till  India  bowed  her  princely  head, 

And  Burniah  made  surrender, 
"  The  Flowery  Land"  threw  wide  her  gates 

And  stood  the  faith's  defender. 

White  Fusiyaraa  caught  the  sign. 

And  sunward  flamed  the  story. 
Till  all  Pacific's  islands  showed 

In  turn  the  golden  glory. 

What  need  to  still  recount  the  spoils, 

To-daj-  'neath  Victory's  banner, 
We  see  her  signals  on  all  heights. 

And  join  her  glad  hosanua. 

III. 

I  heard  a  poet  sing,  how,  "faint  and  far" 
Along  the  horizon's  verge  the  new  day  glowed, — 
Its  bright  foundations,  built  against  the  sky, 
Like  to  that  City's  wall,  St.  John  hath  showed. 
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And  one  beside  her,  lifting  sightless  eyes, 
Saw  in  the  spirit  Heaven's  more  perfect  Day, 
And  when  she  Icnew  his  snul  saw  all,  she  said, 
"  First  jasper — sapphire — then  chalcedony — 

"  The  rest  in  order — last  an  amethyst !" 
The  purple  badge  of  kingship  regnant  so  ! 
Thus  breaks  God's  heavenly  Day  upon  the  world, 
His  amethyst  of  Love,  so  crowning  all  below  I 


Saratoga,  May  23,  18T9. 
Dear  Mrs.  S.  : — Will  ynu  accept  the  enclosed  mite  as  a  first 
oflering  towards  raising  8100.000  in  our  society  this  year  ?  I  beg 
you  will  not  spurn  the  gift  because  so  very  small,  remembering  God 
can  make  the  weakest  instrumentality  strong  through  His  own 
almighty  power.  It  is  the  tithe  of  money  given  to  me  for  quite 
another  purpose,  yet  I  trust  the  Spirit  has  dictated  this  little  thing, 
and  pray  that  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  may  own  and  bless  the 
feeblest  effort  to  extend  His  kingdom,  and  that  in  His  time  and 
His  way  He  may  multiply  the  same  "one  hundred  thousand  fold." 
Very  sincerely  your  colaborer  in  every  good  work,  and  always  with 
thankful  heart  appreciating  the  day  of 

Small  BeginnixNgs. 


We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  place  the  article  on  South  America 
before  our  readers  in  this  number,  rather  than  out  of  its  regular 
order,  as  we  supposed  would  be  necessary  when  the  announcement 
to  that  effect  was  made  in  the  July  Woman's  Work. 


THE  SUNRISE  KINGD03I ;  OB,  LIFE  AJSID 
SCENERY  IN  JAFAN. 

We  desire  especially  to  commend  to  the  readers  of  Wumun's  Work 
a  book  bearing  the  above  title,  just  published  by  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Publication,  1334  Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia.  It  is 
written  by  a  former  missionary  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  JMissionary 
Society,  and  is  dedicated  to  them.  In  style,  form,  character,  and 
illustrations  it  is  attractive  and  interesting,  and  is  full  of  real  in- 
formation about  Japan  and  the  Japanese,  and  the  progress  of  the 
people  towards  freedom  from  the  bonds  which  have  held  them  in 
the  past.  The  price  is  $2,  and  it  will  repay  any  auxiliary  or  band 
to  purchase  at  least  one  copy  tor  the  library  which  tJa-y  should  be 
making. 
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NEW  AUXILIARIES  AND  BANDS  [W.  F.  M.  S.). 


AUXILIARIES. 


Dunmore,  Pa.,  Lackawanna  Pres. 
East  Canton,  Pa.,    "  " 
Langcliffe,  Pa.,       "  " 
Media,  Pa.,  Chester  Pres. 
Xew  Milford,  Pa.,  Lackawanna  Pres. 
Phila.,  Temple  Cli.,  Phila.  Central  Pres. 


Shickshinny,  Pa.,  Lackawanna  Pres. 
Washington,  Tcnn.,  Union  Pres. 
AV'ells  and  Columbia,  Lackawanna  Pres. 
West  Pittston,  Pa.,  " 
Wyoming,  Pa.,  "  " 


Bridgeport,  0.,  Azalea. 
Columbia,  Pa.,  Young  Ladies'. 


BANDS. 

I  Martin's  Ferry,  0.,  Y.  Ladies'  Branch. 
I  Oakland,  Cal.,  Young  People's. 


NEW  LIFE  MEMBERS  (W.  F.  31.  S.). 

Boyd,  Mrs.  M.  B. 
Brit,  Rev.  Frank  P. 
Brit,  Mrs.  Jennie 
Duncan,  Miss  Mary 


Laughlin,  Miss  Lidie 
JlcCulloch,  Mrs.  Mary  E. 
Morrow,  Miss  Rose  Robinson 
WyckolT,  Mrs.  Carrie  Dillingham 


Receipts  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Presbyterian  CJiurch,  from  June  1,  1879. 

[PKESBYTEniES  IX  SMALL  CAPITALS.] 

Athens. — Carthage  Aux.,  $5 ; 

Xelsonville,  S.  S.,  for  burnt 

brick,  Oroomiah,  $.3,  .  .  $8  00 
Baltimore.  — ■  Eramittsburg 

Aux.,  of  which   $30,  for 

sch'p,  Kolapoor,  .  .  .33  10 
Blairsville.  —  Pine  Run 


Aux.,         .       .       .       .      11  S2 

Carlisle.  —  Chambersburg, 
Falling  Spring  Ch.,  for 
:Miss'y,  Syria,  $2  88,  for 
Mexico,  §2  87  ($5  75); 
Waynesboro'  Aux.,  for 
Missy,  §25,  Little  Helper;, 
for  Bogota,  $20  60  (.s4o  50),  5125 

Chester. — Brandywine  5Ian- 
or  Aux.,  $23 ;  Fagg's  Man- 
or Aux.,  $32,     .       .       .     55  00 

Clarion.— Oil  City,  2d  Ch. 

Aux.,  for  L.  M.,        .       .     25  00 

Cleveland.  —  Cleveland,  2d 
Ch.  Aux.,  $25,  North  Ch., 
$1  60,  Chester,  $1  20,  Hud- 
son, $6,  Rome,  $2,  North- 
f.eld,  $6  46,  Breoksville, 
82  13  ($44  39),  for  Miss'y, 
Woodstock:  2d  Ch.  S.  S., 
for  sch'p,  Hangchow,  $30; 
Mary  Seelye  Bd.,  for  sch'p, 
Yokohama  (2  years),  $00; 
Collamer,  Young  Ladies' 
Soc,  for  B.  R.,  Canton,  S35,    189  39 

Elizabeth. — Bethlehem  Aux. 
for  Syria,  $25;  Elizabeth, 
1st  Ch.,  Mary  Morrison  Bd. 


and   Cheerful   Givers,  for 
sch'p,  Bangkok,  $40 :  3d 
Ch.,  Jliss.  Bd.,  for  sch'p, 
Yokohama,  $30  ;  Metuchen  * 
Aux.,  sch'p,  Mynpurie,  $9,  $104  00 
Geneva. — Phelps,  Everett  Bd. 

for  Beirut  Sem.  and  L.  M.,      25  (Hi 
KiTTANNiN  G. — Eldersridgc 
Aux.,  for  sch.,  Syria,  $40; 
Elderton    Aux.,    $30  19; 
West  Lebanon  Aux.,  .$2.3,  .      93  19 
Lackawanxa.— Canton  Aux., 

S7;  East  Canton,  $12,  .  19  00 
Monmouth.  —  Bricksburg 
Aux.,  $15,  S.  S.,  $5  42 
($20  42),  for  sch'p,  Beirut; 
Jamesburg,  Rhoda  Hall 
Bd.,  sch'p,  Futtehgurh,  $30,  50  42 
Morris  &  Orange. — Rocka- 
way  Aux.,  for  sch'p,  Bang- 
kok  37  00 

Nassai". — Huntington,  2d  Ch. 

Aux.,  7  00 

New  IJrunswick. — Trenton, 
4th  Ch.  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
Allahabad,  .  .  .  120  00 
North  River.  —  Wassaic, 
Pearl  Gatherers,  for  sch. 
Mexico,  .  .  .  .  2  25 
Philadelphia.  —  Calvary 
Aux.,  Miss  Wetherill,  $5; 
1st  Ch.,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Gilder- 
sleeve,  for  work  Y'ankton, 
$5;  South  Ch.,  Cheerful 
Givers,  for  sch'p,  Dehra,  $25,     35  00 
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Philabelphia  Central. — 
Cobocksink  Aux.,  for 
Miss'y,  Saharanpur,  $25 ; 
1st  oil.,  N.  L.,  Little  Glean- 
ers, for  suli'p,  Kolapoor, 
832;  Johnftiine  Aux.,  for 
Miss'y,  Oa  mah,  S30;  North 
Ch.,  Light  Bearers,  for 
house,  Lapwai,  §10;  Teui- 
]ile  Ch.,  Alice  Slaymakei", 
for  Miss  Nassau's  work, 
Africa,  $6  46,     .       ,       .  8103  46 

PiTTSni  nCII     &  AtLEGnENY 

Com. — Allegheny,  North  Ch. 
Aux.,  for  Wiss'v,  Dehra, 
S26  94 ;  School  St.  Ch.  Fe- 
male B.  C.  i?l  16;  Pitts- 
burgh, Central  Ch.  Aux., 
for  Miss'v,  Futtehgurh, 
SG5;  Through  Mrs.  IL  F. 
Mann,  $36  55;  Bellefielil 
Ch.,  Buds  of  Promise,  for 
sch'p,  Allahabacl,  .$15 ;  Rac- 
coon .Aux.,  Petchaburi,  $62,    206  65 

Rochester.  —  Gcneseo,  Cen- 
tral Aux.,  for  sch'p,  Beirut,      50  00 

SiiEXANGO. — Clark  sville  Aux., 
$32:  Little  Beaver,  Mrs. 
Ma»garet  Porter,  $5,  Mrs. 
Mary  Porter,  $2  (.$7),  for 
work  Mexico,     .       .       .      30  00 

SvRACLSE.^OswegO,  1st  Ch. 
Aux.,  for  2  sch'ps,  Sidon 
Orphanage,        .       .       .      60  GO 

Utic.\. —  Utica,  Westminster 
Ch.,  Ladies'  Bible  Class,  for 
Woodstock,        .       .       .     25  00 


W\sniNGTON.  —  East  Buffalo 
Au.x.,  for  Miss'y,  Siaiii, 
$14  15;  Ilookstown  Aux., 
for  Siam,  $25  J  New  Cuui- 
berland  Aux.,  for  outfit  of 
Miss'y,  $35  25  ;  Washing- 
ton, 1st  Ch.  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
Persia,  $00,  Harvest  Bd., 
for  3  sch'i>s,  Myn],urie,  $25, 
June  Rose  Buds,  for  2 
sch'ps,  Shanghai,  $23  50, 
S.  S.,  for  outfit  of  Miss'y, 
$42,  for  sch'p,  Panalla, 
$30  10  ($1S0  60);  West 
Alexander  Aux.,  for  Miss'y, 
Tungchow,  $50,         .       .  $305  00 

West  Jersey'.  —  Woodburj' 
Aux.,  Mrs.  Roe,  for  work, 
Yankton,    .       .       .       .       5  00 

Westmlnster.  . —  Slate  Ridge 

Aux.,  for  China,        .       .      20  00 

Miscellaneous. — Batavia,  N. 
Y.,  Miss  F.  Rice,  for  debt 
of  Board,  $1 ;  Burlington, 
la.,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Bascom,  for 
Benita,  $5  ;  Painesville,  0., 
Lake  Erie  Sem.  Miss.  Soc, 
$4  90;  Philadcl])liia,  Mrs. 
W.  E.  Schenck,  for  printing, 
$10,  Miss  H.  A.  Dillaye, 
special,  $5  64,  F.,  $11 ; 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Mrs.  Jas. 
Laughlin,  thankoffering,  for 
L.  M.,  $25  ;  Sale  of  leaflets, 
Jfcc.,  $18  56,       ...     81  10 

Total  for  June,  1879,     .  .$175163 


Of  the  $70  acknowledged  in  .June  Woman's  Wark  from  Blairstown,  N.  J.,  $30 
should  have  been  for  scholarship.  Canton. 

Mrs.  Julia  M.  Pishburn,  Trcnmii-ci-, 
July  1,  1879.  1334  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia/  Pa. 


By  a  mistake,  the  report  of  Kalamazoo  Presbytery  did  not  get 
iu  the  Annual  lleport  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Northwest.  As  it  is  no  fault  of  theirs  we  make  a  note  of  it.  Six- 
teen societies  are  reported  with  a  membership  of  355  and  contribu- 
tions amountinp;  to  $594  58.  Mrs.  J.  A.  Banuey,  Kalamazoo,  is 
Presbyterial  Secretary. 

NEW  AUXILIARIES  (IF.  r.  B.  31.). 


Lake  Prairie  Helpers,  near  Lowell, 
Ind. 

New  Castle,  Ind. 
$helbyvillc,  111. 
Shelbyville,  Ind. 


Toledo,  0.,  AVestminster  Ch.,  Young 

People's  Society. 
Tuscola,  111. 
Van  Wert,  0. 

Warsaw,  lud.,  Quiet  AYorkers. 


288 


woman's  work  for  woman. 


Mr; 
Mn 
Mr: 
Mr; 


NEW  LIFE  MEMBERS  {W.  P.  B.  M.). 


.  James  Bartlett, 
.  Catherine  BradFeT, 
.  Amelia  C.  Gregory, 
.  Susan  B.  Holmes, 


Mrs.  Robert  Rodgers, 
IMiss  Martha  M.  Welles, 
Mrs.  I.  H.  Wheat. 


Receipts  of  the  Woman's  Presbyterian  Board  of  3Iis- 
sions  for  the  Northwest,  to  June  20,  1879, 


[PRESBTTERIES  IN  SMALL  CAPITALS.] 


Bloomingtox.  —  Champaign, 
Infant  Class,  sup.  sch.  in 
Brazil,  .... 

CEnAR  Rapids. — Clinton, 
Memorial,  .§8;  Cedar  Ra- 
pids, 1st,  Jewett  Band,  for 
work  in  Tabriz,  $54  19, 

Chicago. — Chicago,  1st  Ch., 
sal.  Mrs.  Jessup,  $7.3,  2d 
Ch.,  S6o  60,  Mrs.  Keep,  H. 
M.,  $2,  4th  Ch.,  S.30,  Moth- 
er's Mite  Society,  $3  30 
($173  90);  Lake  Forest, 
Young  People's  Society, 
$17  28,  Steady  Stream's, 
$3  22  (S20  60),  . 

Colorado. — Colorado  Springs, 

Crawfordsville.  —  Dayton, 
$20 ;  Elizaville,  Cheerful 
Workers,  $10,  for  Mrs. 
Farland,  $10  ($20),  . 

Detroit. — Ann  Arbor,  Will- 
ing Workers,  for  Mexico, 
$23  57;  Detroit,  Union  Ch., 
for  Persia,  $5  62;  Pontiac, 
Young  People's  Society, 
sch'p,  Bangkok,  $7  50, 

Dubuque. — Hopkinton,  $4  35 ; 
Independence,  sal.  Miss 
Pratt,  $16,  . 

FoHT  'W'ayne. — La  Grange, 
$10  18;  Warsaw,  Mrs. 
Beck's  class,  ch.  building 
Gwailor,  special,  $13  46, 

Iowa. — Mediapolis,  sup.  sch. 
Futtehgurh, 

Lansing. — Lansing,  sch.  Tal- 
lahassee, Indian  Ter.,  §8, 
Mrs.  Case,  $5,  Miss  Case, 
$1,  both  for  Alaska  ($14); 
Homei',  $5 ;  North  Lansing, 
Coral  Bd.,  sch'p,  Gaboon, 
$5,  


$15  on 


62  19 


194 
11 


40  00 


30  09 


20 


23  04 


10  00 


24  00 


Lima. — Lima, 

LoGANSPORT.  —  La  Porte  W. 
M.  S.,  sal.  Mrs.  Warren, 
India,  $12  14,  Miss  Wheeler, 
Utah,  $9  14,  Young  Ladies' 
Society,  sal.  Mrs.  AVarren, 
$41  48,  for  Miss  Wheeler, 
$41  47  ($104  23);  Logans- 
port,  Union  Ch.,  $6  70; 
Meiulow  Lake,  $16  64, 

Maumee. — Defiance  and  Per- 
rysburg,  .... 

M  I L  w  A  u  K  E  E. — Lima,  sup. 
pupil  Allahabad, 

Ottawa. — Farm  Ridge  S.  S., 

Platte. — St.  Joseph,  from 
Miss  Calhoun,  . 

Saint  P  a  n  l. — Red  Wing, 
$15 ;  St.  Paul,  1st  Ch.,  for 
Odanah  Miss.,  apecial,  $35, 

Schuyler. — Monmouth,  Lit- 
tle Leaven  Band, 

Waterloo.  —  Bristol,  sal. 
Miss  Pratt, 

Whitewater. — Dunlapsville, 
$2  05;  Richmond,  1st,  sup. 
sch.,  $25,  .... 

Wisconsin  River.  —  Reeds- 
burg,  Mrs.  W.  Lusk,  . 

Miscellaneous.  —  Societies, 
for  printing  Report,  $14; 
Springville,  Utah,  Miss 
Noble  for  Oroomiah  Sem., 
$2  50,  for  Tabriz  and  Tehe- 
ran, $2  60  ($j) :  McKees- 
port.  Pa.,  by  a  member  of 
1st  Ch.,  for  Persia,  $5, 


$20  00 


127  57 

12  27 

12  00 
.  G  00 

10  00 

50  00 
20  00 
10  00 

27  05 
6  63 


24  00 


Total  for  month,  . 
Previously  acknowledged. 


$762  79 
1217  62 


From  April  20  to  June  20,  .    ly^O  41 


Chicago,  III.,  Jime  20,  1S79. 


Mrs.  Jesse  Whitehead,  Treasurer, 
223  Michigan  Avenue. 


